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Introduction

The following unit of lessons is second in a series which is taking your students progressively through the
Scriptures in a three year program. The lessons are written to be used in either evening “junior” meetings or a
morning Sabbath School program. One whole lesson is to be taught each week.

The Bible lessons have been written and developed largely from Promise and Deliverance (4 Volumes) by S.G.
DeGraaf. It is highly recommended that you be familiar with this work, particularly the introduction in Volume
I. Mr. DeGraaf offers some very helpful counsel and instruction as to what the aim of our teaching is to be and
how we are to approach the teaching of God’s Word. The focus which he offers will be very helpful as you seek
to see your students come to faith in Christ and a clear understanding of the whole of Scripture. A list of other
resources which have been used as aids in developing these lessons is included if you desire further study on
the material.

The format of each lesson is designed to help you in arranging the time for your class into these major areas
(the minutes listed are only suggestions):

Bible lesson 30 minutes
Prayer and Psalm singing 5-10 minutes
Memory work 5 minutes

The Bible lesson is designed to be conducted as a discussion, with the teacher using the questions provided in
the curriculum. Each Bible lesson is laid out with two columns. The column marked “Lesson” is for you to use
in preparation for the lesson, and provides important notes and background information needed to explain the
passage. The column marked “Questions and Answers” is for you to use during class. The section marked
“Application” connects the content of the lesson with the students’ daily lives and is an integral part of each
week’s material.

With each lesson there is a recommended Bible verse for memory that ties in with the lesson. You may choose
to begin working systematically through the Shorter Catechism rather than using Scripture verses. Whichever
you use, the students need to be encouraged and challenged to memorize. There are various methods which
you can use to accomplish this. Perhaps you can have some sort of memory contest, either between teams or
individuals. You may choose to have a system of rewards. Some congregations reward their students with
“money” which accumulates to pay their way to family conferences. Be consistent in checking their work and
be involved in the memorization yourself. Review is very important. (*Note: Immanuel RPC teachers should
use the verses from the congregation’s monthly memory sheet and NOT the ones assigned in this curriculum).

In order to encourage your students in personal quiet time and study, a personal devotions sheet should be
handed out weekly with a passage for them to spend time on during the week. Or they may choose a passage
or more to study from their own Scripture schedule. Shorter Catechism Q. #3 reads, “What do the Scriptures
principally teach? A.: The Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God and what duty
God requires of man.” The personal devotion sheets are based on this teaching from the catechism. You may
choose another method, but there should be an attempt to encourage them to establish good, consistent time
in God’s Word during the week. They need to be taught how they can do this, and you can encourage them in
developing the necessary habits. Also, be willing and ready to share openly about your own devotional life.

Perhaps most important to a successful use of these materials is that you, the teacher, allow ample time for
preparation and personal study in order to adequately present the material to the children. The lessons are
designed to be a guide to help you understand the material. You must do the study. Know the Scriptures.
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Q2 Intro

Present Christ honestly and clearly. Challenge them as to their relationship to Him and their daily walk. Our
responsibility is great. May the Lord find us to be faithful.

RESOURCES FOR FURTHER STUDY:

DeGraaf, S.G., Promise and Deliverance, Vol. 1-4, USA, Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1981.

Keil,G.F. and Delitzsch, F., Commentary on the Old Testament, Vols. 1 and 4, Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans
Publishing Co., 1980.

Robertson, O. Palmer. The Christ of the Covenants, USA: Presbyterian and Reformed Publishing, 1980.
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Homework and Memory Work

QUARTER 2

Make one copy of this for each student in the class and cut off one section per week to give to each child.
Shorten the verses for any student who has a great deal of difficulty memorizing. Along with the sheet for Week
8, give each child the Ten Commandments memory chart.

WEEK 1

Homework: Tell how the memory verse relates to the story of Sodom and Gomorrah.
Memory Verse: Luke 18:7
Study for next week: Genesis 20-21

WEEK 2

Homework: God kept his promise to Abraham and Sarah. Tell of a time when God was faithful to you.
Memory Verse: Hebrews 10:23
Study for next week: Genesis 22-23

WEEK 3

Homework: Have you ever felt that your faith was being tested? When?
Memory Verse: Hebrews 11:17
Study for next week: Genesis 24-25

WEEK 4

Homework: Rebekah was willing to go with the servant. What does this tell us about her?
Memory Verse: Galatians 3:29
Study for next week: Genesis 27-28

WEEK 5

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 1:9
Study for next week: Genesis 29-31

WEEK 6

Memory Verse: 2 Timothy 1:9
Study for next week: Genesis 32, 33, 35

WEEK 7

Memory Verse: Genesis 35:3
Study for next week: Genesis 37-38
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WEEK 8

Homework: Does your faith in God help you through difficult times?
Memory Verse: Do the first part of the Ten Commandments on the sheet given. Keep the sheet in a handy
place. You will use it for 11 weeks.

Study for next week: Genesis 39-41

WEEK 9

Memory Verse: Second section on the Ten Commandments sheet.
Study for next week: Genesis 42-44

WEEK 10

Memory Verse: Third section on the Ten Commandments sheet. Don't forget to continue reviewing all your
memory verses!

Study for next week: Genesis 45-47

WEEK 11

Homework: Can you forgive others as Joseph forgave his brothers?
Memory Verse: Fourth section of the Ten Commandments sheet.
Study for next week: Genesis 48-50

WEEK 12

Homework: What have learned about God during the past few lessons?

Memory Verse: Review the verses you've had this quarter - Luke 18:7, Hebrews 10:23, Hebrews 11:17,
Galatians 3:29, 2 Timothy 1:9, Genesis 35:3 and the first four sections of the Ten Commandments sheet
Study for next week: Begin reading in the book of Exodus. Read at your own speed. You may hurry
through (skim) or even skip any part that is very difficult. Try to learn something about the Lord or about how
we should act each time you read.

WEEK 13

Homework: Tell your family who “I AM WHO | AM” is.
Memory Verse: Section five of the Ten Commandments on your sheet.
Study for next week: Continue reading in Exodus at your own pace.



Ten Commandments Memory Record

Exobus 20:1-17

During the next 11 weeks we will be memorizing the Ten Commandments as we study the end of Genesis and
Exodus. Each week the students will be expected to learn a new section as well as reviewing previously learned
sections. Please save this sheet and use it each week. This page has been done in the New American Standard. A
child is free to memorize in another version, but should bring that version to class to aid the person checking

verses.

MEMORIZE
By:

(date)

SCRIPTURE PASSAGE:

Then God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land
of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me. Exodus 20:1-3

You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth
beneath or in the water under the earth. Exodus 20:4

You shall not worship them or serve them; for 1, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the
iniquity of the fathers on the children, Exodus 20:5

on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me but showing lovingkindness to
thousands, to those who love Me and keep My commandments. Exodus 20:6

You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him
unpunished who takes His name in vain. Exodus 20:7

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work, but the
seventh day is a Sabbath of the Lord your God; Exodus 20:8-10a

in it you shall not do any work, you or your son or your daughter, your male or your female
servant or your cattle or your sojourner who stays with you. Exodus 20:10b

For in six days the Lord made the heavens and the earth, the sea and all that is in them, and
rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and made it holy. Exodus
20:11

Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be prolonged in the land which the Lord
your God gives you. Exodus 20:12

You shall not murder. You shall not commit adultery. You shall not steal. You shall not bear false
witness against your neighbor. Exodus 20:13-16

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house; you shall not covet your neighbor’'s wife or his male
servant or his female servant or his ox or his donkey or anything that belongs to your neighbor.
Exodus 20:17

-7-






Abraham’s Visitors:; Sodom & Gomorrah

QUARTER 2
LESSON 1
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 18-19

Lesson Aims:
e To see how Abraham was in close communion with the Lord and thus was able to
become a fellow-worker through prayer
e To understand that it was because of the Lord’s justice and righteousness that Sodom
and the other cities were destroyed, but Lot was protected.

BACKGROUND FOR TEACHER:

Remind the students that as we've progressed through our study of the Scriptures we have continually sought
to see how the Lord has revealed Himself to various people and for what purpose.

LESSON INTRODUCTION: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

In our studies of Abraham, we have seen the Lord revealing
Himself in some very special ways. We've even seen how the
Lord has used different names for Himself: Elohim; the One
who created all things and is sustaining them now; Jehovah,
the infinite, personal, covenant-keeping God who works out
the salvation of His people; and El Shaddai, the Almighty God
who has power to work miracles and who purifies His people.

And as we've been through these chapters on Abraham,
there have been times so far when the Lord appeared to
Abraham or spoke directly to him:

Chapter 12: the call to leave and go to Canaan, promise
given

Chapter 15: promise repeated, covenant established

Chapter 17: promise repeated, covenant sealed with a sign
(Have the students look back end review briefly the opening
verses of these chapters and bring to remembrance the
events which followed each revelation.)

Now in today's lesson on Chapters 18 and 19, we're going to
see how the Lord appeared to Abraham in a different way
and allowed Abraham to have close fellowship with Him.
Because Abraham was living in intimate, or very close,
communion with the Lord, there were results in his life. Let’s
ask the Lord to give us eyes of faith to clearly see Him today,
and the ability to have the kind of relationship that Abraham
had with Him.
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LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

GENESIS 18: 1-8.

Remember what has just happened in the chapter before
this? Abraham and his children were actually received into
the covenant through a sign..what was that sign?
(circumcision) And now we see that the Lord is honoring
Abraham by allowing him to de something in the verses we
just read. Let's look at what is happening in these verses.

Abraham knew the Lord and recognized one of them
immediately as the Lord and the other two as angels. He was
eager to serve them.

He remained standing to serve. Take time to picture all of
this in your minds. The Lord of heaven and earth is eating at
the table of His servant. He would only be there short while
but someday He would return to dwell among men. When
was that? And after Jesus ascended and went back to
heaven, did He leave us alone? No. Who do we have to dwell
in our hearts and be close to us? Do you think He wants to
be as close to us as He was to Abraham that day?

The Lord sat at Abraham’s table and enjoyed his faith and
love, but one main purpose of His appearing was to deal with
Sarah.

Now picture this again. What is happening here? Where is
the Lord sitting? (verse 10) With His back to the tent door.
(Note to teacher: verse 13, the reference here for “Lord” is
the name Jehovah, thus we can know this is the Lord
Himself).

Sarah’s laughter was to herself, yet who heard it and how
could He hear it? He could see her heart. Did the Lord just
ignore her response? No..what did He say? Why? He asked
her why she laughed in order to show that He knew...and He
reproved her and repeated the promise that she would have
a son. She denied it probably out of fear.

What does this tell us about Sarah? What enabled her to bear
a child in her old age? FAITH! (Write on board) Again we see
the Lord bringing someone to faith. Up to this point, she had
not evidenced the faith Abraham had shown. So the Lord
came to the tent that day to deal with Sarah. Through His
reproof, she was brought to faith and enabled to have a son.
Do you think we ought to desire this kind of reproof? Who
does the Lord use to reprove us? And what is the purpose of
their reproof? We should be thankful for parents, teachers,
elders in the church and others whom the Lord uses to
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Read Genesis 18:1-8.

What is Abraham doing in verse 1?

Who does he see end how does he
respond to them?

What does he say?

Why would Abraham bow himself to
the ground, and why would he call one
of them “Lord” and seek favor in His
sight?

Did Abraham sit down with them to
eat? (verse 8)

Read verses 9-15.

What did the Lord say and how did
Sarah respond?

Then what did Sarah do in verse 15?
Why do you think she would do that?

Read Hebrews 11:11.
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reprove us and bring us to repentance and faith.

Who was Abraham? Verse 18: the one through whom the
earth would be blessed. And what does that mean? Through
his line, Christ would come. Verse 19 tells us he was chosen.

And what was he to do in verse. 19? In doing all of this, he
would be God's fellow-worker, charging his children to walk
with the Lord. It's important that we see how the Lord
viewed Abraham. All of this gave Abraham boldness and
confidence to pray or intercede for Sodom.

He approached God on the basis of His justice and
righteousness. He knew that the God, the Judge of the earth
would do what was right. Because of who Abraham was (one
chosen, one given faith to believe God's promises) God told
him what He was about to do and allowed him to plead
boldly with Him. Abraham was very close to the Lord that day
and was enabled to intercede for others and thus be God's
fellow-worker. He didn’t forget who he was (see verse 27),
but he persisted in his prayer. (If time allows, refer them to
Luke 11:8 and Luke 18:1-6).

How is Abraham’s prayer answered? Had Sodom reached its
limit? Let's look at the next chapter to see what the Lord, the
Judge of all the earth, does. We know, as Abraham did, that
it would be right.

GENESIS 19

What do the angels say? (Have someone read verse 13
aloud.)

When Lot tries to tell his sons-in-law what they have said,
what do they think? (verse 14)

Was Lot eager to do what the angels told him? What did the
angels have to do in verse 15? In verse 16?

Why do you think they had to “urge” him and “seize” him in
order to get him out of the city? His heart was clinging to his
earthly possessions. He was lacking in faith and was
therefore slow to obey. But..what do we know about Lot?
Have someone read 2 Peter 2:7-8. From this passage in the
New Testament, we know that Lot was a “righteous” man.
God had chosen him as one of His children. He was tied to
the Lord and so the Lord rescued him because he was
covered wit h the Lord’s shield of righteousness.

That same righteousness that saved Lot did what to the cities
in the valley? (Verses 24-25).

Fire from heaven set everything on fire. Soil of that valley
was full of asphalt so that even the soil caught fire.

Did Abraham rebel when he saw the smoke? Had the Lord
answered his prayer?
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Read verses 16-21.

Why should the Lord Jehovah tell
Abraham what He was about to do?

Read verses 22-33.

On what basis does Abraham plead
with the Lord to save the righteous in
Sodom?

Read Genesis 19.

Had Sodom reached the limit
wickedness?

What happened to Lot’s wife? Why?

Read verses 27-29.
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The rest of this chapter tells us of Lot and his daughters.
They fled to the hills in fear and there the daughters had
children through their father, a very sinful way to have
children. And these children who were born out of sin and
unbelief would have no part in the covenant of Abraham.
Who were they? (Vs. 37-38). We will see as we continue our
way through the study of the Scriptures that the Moabites
and Ammonites are enemies of God’s people. So, we see that
though Lot was saved, his descendants were not. The Lord
revealed His righteousness, and isn't that how Abraham had
prayed? He punishes sin but protects those who are tied to
Him.

APPLICATION

Do you know this God? Do you know that you have sinned and deserve eternal punishment, as we all do?
Then flee to Him for refuge. In Christ, we are saved because we trust in His righteousness. And then what? We
must walk with Him in close fellowship, as Abraham did, drawing close to Him in prayer and seeking to obey
Him. Let’s pray.

MEMORY WORK:

Memory Verse: Luke 18:7
Psalm: continue memorizing Psalm 105A
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The Birth of Isaac

QUARTER 2
LESSON 2
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 20-21

Lesson Aims:

e To see that the Lord God, Jehovabh, is faithful to His covenant even when Abraham no
longer showed living faith. The same is true for us. When we, like Ishmael, fail to bow in
faith to God’s covenant in Christ, God allows us to follow our own path which can only
lead to separation from Him.

REVIEW:

Review the highlights of last week’s lesson. Remind the children of the close communion which Abraham had
with the Lord and how he had been allowed to become God's fellow-worker in interceding for the city of
Sodom. Remind them also of how the Lord had come to reprove Sarah and bring her to faith so that she could
bear a child.

In our studies of Abraham, can anyone remember a time when Abraham’s faith was very lacking?

In chapter 16, he agreed with Sarah to let Hagar become his wife even though the Lord had not directed them
to do this.

In chapter 12, shortly after getting to Canaan, they had gone to Egypt because of a famine. Do you remember
what happened there? Abraham told a half—truth: that Sarah was his sister. The Lord protected Sarai by
causing all kinds of afflictions to come on Pharaoh.

Again in today’s lesson, we will see how Abraham'’s faith falters. Even though in the chapters we have just
studied, we have seen how he laughed in excitement over God's promise that they would have a son in their
old age...even though he had such close communion with the Lord and prayed on the basis of His
righteousness, still, Abraham faces a situation that fills him with fear.

But remember...throughout our studies we want to continue to focus our attention on the Lord, Jehovah. And
who is He? He is Elohim, the creator of heaven and earth, the One who is in control of all things. And He is El
Shaddai, the Almighty God who has power to perform miracles and purify His people. And He is Jehovah, the
infinite, personal, covenant-keeping God who works out the salvation of His people. Let's ask Him again today
to allow us to see Him in His Word and how He was accomplishing His purposes in the life of Abraham.

LESSON INTRODUCTION: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

Before reading the chapter together, set the stage for the Do you think then, that Abraham

students with this information: should have had reason to be afraid?
e Abraham and Sarah traveled to the Negev which is (Allow the students to discuss this for
the south country, probably in search of better a moment. Prompt their discussion at
pasture for their animals points to remember the promise
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e This was the area where the Philistines lived. They,
like the other Canaanites, would kill a man to get his
wife.

LESSON:

GENESIS 20:1-2.

It was what they had feared. He took Sarah. Now what
would happen to the promise?

Let the students tell you what has happened here. Let them
get a clear picture.

God will always keep His promise.

He told him he was a prophet, one in a special relationship to
God, one who could pray for him.

Here is an unbeliever, a heathen scolding Abraham!

No, instead, he gave two weak excuses. What were they?
(verses 11-13). No fear of God in the land. 2. The agreement
he had made with Sara. He was acting cowardly. Not praising
the Lord for what He had done in keeping Sarah safe in order
-14-
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Abraham and Sarah had received from
the Lord Himself that she would bear a
son to Abraham in a year’s time.
Should they have doubted that the
Lord would keep their marriage safe in
order to fulfill that promise?)

QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

Read Genesis 20:1-2.

What did Sarah and Abraham do here?

What did this mean they were saying
as far as their being husband and
wife?

Could God keep his promise if they
had not been husband and wife?

So what were they saying about the
promise? (They acted like it didn’t
exist).

Why do you think their faith gave up
so easily? Are we ever like that?

Do we ever fail to say we believe in
The Promised One, the Lord Jesus
Christ?

What happened after they told
Abimilech she was Abraham’s sister?

Read verses 3-7.

What is one thing of which we can
always be sure? What can we expect
when God makes a promise?

Who did the Lord tell Abimelech that
Abraham was? (verse 7)

Did Abimelech obey?

Read verses 8-18.

What question did Abimelech ask
Abraham? (verse 9 and verse 10).

Did Abraham confess his guilt?
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to keep His promise.

Yes, they saw that even when they were unfaithful, God
would not forsake or give up His promise and this made them
able to hold onto His Covenant promise again in faith. Again,
we see how merciful and gracious the Lord is to GIVE His
people the kind of faith we must have if we are to truly know
Christ and trust in Him for salvation. Do you have that kind of
faith?

GENESIS 21

As we go on to chapter 21, we will see how the promise was
fulfilled.

Abraham had laughed when God first told him that this
miracle would happen in his old age. He laughed in joyous
amazement. El Shaddai, the all-powerful God who could work
miracles, had caused this to happen. And now Sarah says
others would laugh with them...Why? They too would see
what an amazing thing had happened in their old age
because of the blessing of God.

About a year later, after Isaac is weaned, Abraham gave a
great feast.

Ishmael did not bow to the Lord’s will and decree. If he had,
he would have been eternally saved. But, he could not bring
himself to that. Instead, he was jealous. He ridiculed Isaac
and was resentful and envious. He wanted to be the focus of
things rather than to trust in the Lord’s way and be thankful.
Do we ever have that problem?

Turn to Galatians 4:28-30. Paul uses the child of Hagar
(Ishmael) as an example of someone who was born as a
slave to the law...one who is not under the promise and does
not know God. But who was Isaac, and who are we? (verse
28) (Children of promise).

And in verse 29, what did Ishmael (the son of the flesh) do
to lsaac (the one born according to the Spirit)? (He
persecuted him). And so, he had to be cast out of the
covenant circle.

(verses 12-13) He repeated the promise about Ishmael who
would have been 15 or 16 years old at this point. When he
left, he was out of the covenant, but still under the care of
Elohim. That is name used in these verses that tell us what
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Did Abimelech restore Sarah to
Abraham?

What do we see in this whole event?
What had the Lord done? Was He
faithful?

Do you think Abraham and Sarah had
faith again? Do you think they became
stronger in their belief that God would
keep His promise?

Read Genesis 21:1-7.

Do you remember what the name
“lsaac” means? And why were they to
name him that?

Read verses 8—21.
What did Ishmael do? What does it
mean to mock or sneer?

What does this show us about
Ishmael? What was his attitude
toward this child who the Lord had
said would be the heir to the promise?

Abraham felt badly. How did the Lord
comfort him about Ishmael leaving?
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happened to Hagar and Ishmael in the desert. And what is it
that this name tells us? He is the Creator who made all things
and even now is caring for them. He saved Ishmael from
perishing, and protected him so that he could settle in Paran
and marry, have children and become a great nation as the
Lord had promised. Even though Ishmael had rejected the
covenant and was removed from the covenant circle, one
day, Christ would come and grant salvation to his
descendants as well. Ishmael rejected the Covenant promise,
but there were others who saw how the blessing of God was
on Abraham because of his special relationship to his God.

He wanted the blessing of this man who was in a special Read verses 22-34.

relationship to God (for clarity, in case there is need, with the Why did Abimelech want a covenant
seven lambs, Abraham essentially “bought” the well) or treaty with Abraham?

Jehovah: He who is eternally true and faithful. In verse 33, the name of the Lord, the
Abraham planted a tamarisk tree which is an especially long- Everlasting God which Abraham called
living tree with very hard root and long, narrow, thick on. Which name of those we have
evergreen leaves. It would have been a “picture”, a reminder studied do you think is used here?

of the ever-enduring grace of a faithful, covenant-keeping
God...Jehovah.

If there is time, perhaps your class would enjoy making a
large drawing of a tall “tamarisk” to hang in the class room to
remind them, as with Abraham of the name of the Lord,
Jehovah.

APPLICATION:

Once again, in our study of Scripture, we can see how God is faithful to His promise even when Abraham and
Sarah are weak in faith. But He deals with us, as He did with them, in mercy. They responded by grasping the
promise in faith and giving birth to Isaac by that faith. But Ishmael rejected that same promise. He failed to
bow in faith to God’'s covenant in Christ, and God allowed him to follow his own path which led away from the
Lord. How do you respond to God’s mercy in Christ? Are you like Sarah and Abraham or like Ishmael? Let's ask
the Lord to search our hearts and cause us to know where we stand in relation to Him.

MEMORY WORK:

Memory Verse: Hebrews 10:23
Psalm: complete the memory work on Psalm I05A
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God Tests Abraham

QUARTER 2
LESSON 3
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 22, 23

Lesson Aims:

That the children would be able to:
e To recognize the willingness to sacrifice Isaac as a type of the sacrifice of Christ
e To be willing, in faith, to give Him whatever He asks of us

LESSON INTRODUCTION/REVIEW QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

The Lord had fulfilled His promise to Abraham in the birth of Who was the child of the promise?
Isaac. Ishmael was sent away, into the desert. Having

Ishmael go away was hard for Abraham. But the separation

made it all the more clear that Isaac was the child of the What happened to Ishmael?
promise.

The Lord had fulfilled His promise to Abraham in the birth of What are some of the things Isaac
Isaac. Ishmael was sent away, into the desert. Having may have been told by his parents?
Ishmael go away was hard for Abraham. But the separation

made it all the more clear that Isaac was the child of the

promise.

Yes, Abraham loved the Lord very much. And God loved
Abraham and often spoke to him. He called Abraham his
friend, and there came a time when the Lord tested Abraham
and gave him a very difficult command.

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

The 22nd chapter of Genesis opens with the very clear Read Genesis 22:1.

statement “God tested Abraham” in His command to take his

only son and offer him as a sacrifice on Mount Moriah. What does this say the Lord did to
Abraham?

In 22:2, what was the command?

This was his only son. He was the son of the promise, and What are some things Abraham must
everything in Abraham must have rebelled at this command. have thought about?

For one thing, offering human sacrifices was a thing done by

heathens. This came as a command from the Lord. But the

worst part was that Isaac was the son from Sarah’s womb in

their old age, the miracle child. He was supposed to become

the father of the great nation who would possess the

promised land. How could the covenant promises be fulfilled

if this child was sacrificed?
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We must understand that the Lord was not “tempting”
Abraham here to do evil, but rather to believe. The Scriptures
clearly teach us that God never tempts us to sin, hut He does
put things in our path to increase our love for and trust in
Him. He wants to develop our faith to the fullest. We must
continually learn to surrender to Him and to trust that His will
is best. He is Almighty and will always do what is good, even
though some times it may not seem that way. This is what
he was doing in Abraham’s life.

Even though Abraham must have been torn with grief and
perplexity, there was one thing that he knew for sure: God is
faithful. God does fulfill His promises. Abraham had
experienced this truth many times in his life, and he clung to
this truth. Somehow he knew that God's promises would
come true no matter what happened.

GENESIS 22:3-8

The next morning, Abraham made preparations for trip to
Mount Moriah. He cut the wood he needed for the sacrifice,
and he took some fire. He may have had to take some coals
in a pan because they did not have matches in those days.
He saddled the donkey, set out with Isaac, and took two
servants with them.

After they had traveled three days, Abraham looked up and
saw the mountain in the distance. He left the servants behind
them at the foot of the mountain and told them to stay there
while he and Isaac went to worship on the mountain. Then,
Abraham and Isaac went up on the mountain together. As
they climbed, Isaac wondered aloud to Abraham where the
lamb for the burnt offering was. Isaac was carrying the
wood. Abraham had the knife and the fire. Abraham told
Isaac that the Lord would provide the lamb.

GENESIS 22:9-14

At last they came to the place that God had told Abraham
about. Abraham built an altar there and laid the wood on top.
Then he took a large rope and bound Isaac. He was a big
boy and would have been strong enough to struggle, but
apparently he did not. He willingly allowed his father to bind
him to that altar. He, too, was showing that he had faith that
the Lord would take care of him, no matter what happened.

Abraham took the knife in his hand and raised it to kill his
son. Just then, the Angel of the Lord spoke to Abraham from
heaven and told him not to harm his son. The Lord now
knew that Abraham trusted Him completely and would obey
Him in the most difficult command.

-18-

L3

Does the Lord ever do anything
wrong? So, why do you think He
would tell Abraham to do this?

How did Abraham know that God
would keep His promises?

Read Genesis 22:3.
What did Abraham do the next
morning?

Read Genesis 22:7.8.
What did Isaac ask his father? What
did Abraham say?

Do you think that Isaac fought with
his father when he began binding him
to the altar?

Why not?

Read Genesis 22:12.
What does this say the Lord knew
about Abraham?
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Abraham must have been very happy! He untied Isaac and
knew that his son had been given back to him as if from the
grave! Just as the Lord gave us His Son the Lord Jesus from
the grave. Christ is the Lord’s gift to us.

And when Abraham looked around, he saw a ram caught in
the bushes. He sacrificed that ram in the place of Isaac, but
it's interesting that the ram did not really belong to Abraham!
The Lord provided that animal for the sacrifice, just as He
would one day provide us with the Lord Jesus.

The Lord revealed Himself to Abraham and lIsaac in a
marvelous way that day on the mountain, and it was
probably for that reason that the mountain was named
“Moriah.” It means “appearance of the Lord.” The Lord had
provided a sacrifice in a much more wonderful way than
Abraham had ever imagined. And how much we need to
understand the wonderful way in which the Lord has
provided for us a sacrifice with His own dear Son! If we truly
understand this, then we can be like Abraham and trust the
Lord in everything, no matter what He asks us to do.

GENESIS 22:15-20

Then the angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a
second time. He repeated His promise that He would bless
Abraham and make his children as numerous as the stars
and the sand. His people would be victorious over all their
enemies,. and someday, all the nations of the earth Then the
angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second
time. He repeated His promise that He would bless Abraham
and make his children as numerous as the stars and the
sand. His people would be victorious over all their enemies,.
and someday, all the nations of the earth would be blessed in
him. The greatest blessing Abraham had was that the
Redeemer, the One promised to Adam and Eve long ago,
would be born through Abraham'’s line. Through that special
Child, all the nations of the earth would be blessed. The Lord
is still at work today to fulfill that promise, as the Gospel
goes forth in all the countries of the world.

GENESIS 23

After Isaac had grown up, when Sarah was 127 years old,
she died. Abraham did not have a place to bury her. Even
though the Lord promised that the whole land of Canaan
would be his, Abraham still did not own any of it. He still
lived in a tent and wandered from place to place.

So Abraham went to some of the people of Canaan and
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Tell the children of Hebrews 11:19.

Who provided the ram? Whose ram
was it?

Of whom was the ram a picture?

How do you think we are to be like
Abraham?

Read Genesis 22:15-18.
When the angel spoke a second time,
what did he promise?

How would all the nations of the earth
be blessed through Abraham’s
offspring? Is that still true today?

L3
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asked them to sell him a piece of land so that he could bury
Sarah. He knew that one day when the Redeemer came, she
would he resurrected.

APPLICATION

One day, all of us who are children of Abraham through faith in Jesus will rise from the dead and spend
eternity with Him in the new heavens and the new earth. Therefore, children, we can find comfort even in the
death of loved ones.

MEMORY WORK:

Hebrews 11:17
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Isaac and the Covenant

QUARTER 2
LESSON 4
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 24-25

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:
e Tell how Abraham’s servant went to find Rebekah and how the venture was done in
faith.
e Continue to trace the timeline and show how Esau and Jacob fit into that line as
believers and unbelievers.

REVIEW:

Ask the children questions about last week’s lesson to help them recall God’s test of Abraham:

. What difficult command did God give Abraham?

. Why would this command have been especially hard for Abraham?
. Did Isaac try to fight his father when they got to Mount Moriah?

. Of what was the “sacrifice” of Isaac a picture?

. Who provided the ram for the offering?

. How old was Sarah when she died?

o 01k WDN B

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 24

After Sarah died, Abraham was getting very old and Isaac
was forty years old. Abraham did not want Isaac to marry
any of the heathen women around them. Before he died, he
wanted to see that Isaac married a woman to worshipped
God instead of heathen idols. He knew he needed to remain
separate.

So, Abraham called his oldest servant who he had in charge
of many things. He made this servant promise to not find a
wife for Isaac among the relatives of Abraham in the country
from which he had come.

Abraham was again acting in faith. He believed that the Lord Read Genesis 24:7.
would see to it that His promises would be kept. He Who did Abraham say would go before
reminded the servant of the covenant promise and said that him?

God's angel would go with him.
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The servant traveled safely to Haran with other servants and
ten camels. It was a long trip, but the servant believed in
God, and when he got there he prayed that the Lord would
give him success in finding the right wife for Isaac. He
prayed specifically that a woman would offer not only him
but his camels a drink. The servant wanted a sign of the
woman’s helpfulness and readiness to serve. She needed to
be a woman ready to serve God and other men for God’s

glory.

Before the servant was done praying, a beautiful young girl
named Rebekah came to the well. She not only gave the
servant a drink, but also watered his camels. This was no
easy job. She would have had to carry many pots of water
for that many camels.

The servant watched and knew that the Lord had answered
his prayer. Again, for the sake of his covenant promises, God
had revealed Himself in an amazing way.

The servant went home with Rebekah to the home of her
father, Bethuel and her brother, Laban. He told them all
about his purpose in coming and how the Lord had answered
his prayer.

Both Bethuel and Laban submitted to the Lord’'s calling on
Rebekah which they heard through Abraham’s servant. And
Rebekah was given the choice of staying longer in her home,
but willingly went immediately with her maid. She was
breaking with her father's house and showing her faith in
Abraham’s promise and calling. The spirit of the Lord was
working in her to cause her to submit in faith. Just as the
Lord put submission into Rebekah's heart to seek after the
promised Christ, so He works in the hearts of His people
today to cause us to seek after Christ who has been
revealed. Jesus has finished the work that Rebekah,
Abraham, his servant, and Isaac looked forward to. We can
look back on it. Have you submitted to Jesus in faith?

About the time the servant arrived home with Rebekah, Isaac
was out in the field meditating and praying. Rebekah and
Isaac received each other in the Lord. And so, lsaac was
comforted with the support of a wife from the Lord after the
death of his mother.

PART 2: GENESIS 25:1-18

Later in his life, Abraham had another wife named Keturah.
But the children that he had through her were given gifts and
sent away. Isaac was to be the son through whom the
promise and the blessing came.
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Read Genesis 24:14.

What did the servant pray? Why
would he pray that? What kind of girl
would do that?

Read Genesis 24:50-51.
How did Bethuel and Laban respond to
the servants?

Read Genesis 24:58.
What did Rebekah say?

What does this tell us about Rebekah?
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Finally, Abraham died when he was 175 years old. His sons,
Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the grave he had purchased
when Sarah died. Isaac stood there at his father's grave as
one who believed in the covenant promise. Ishmael chose to
be free of that covenant and cut himself off from the

promise.
The descendants of Ishmael multiplied, just as the Lord had What was the main difference
said. They are the people of the Arab lands today. between Isaac and Ishmael?

PART 3: GENESIS 25:19-34

Though Isaac and Rebekah had been married many years, Read Genesis 25:23.
the Lord had not given them children. When they prayed What did the Lord tell Rebekah the
together, the Lord heard their prayer, and gave them twin twins would be like?

boys. The Lord revealed to her that there would be a
struggle between these boys, and that the stronger would be
conquered by the weaker. The Redeemer would be born of
the line of the weaker, and the stronger would fight against
the Redeemer and reject the promise.

And there was a big difference in the twins! The first one
they called Esau, which means “hairy one.” And the second
they called Jacob, which means “deceitful”. Esau became a
hunter and man of the field, but Jacob was more of a
homebody.

Esau was favored by his father and Jacob by his mother.
Esau grew to be a very proud boy who refused to bow in
faith to the Lord because he trusted in his own strength. He
hated the promise of the Redeemer, thinking he could get
through life on his own. All of us must search our hearts to
see if we have this kind of heart. Do we trust in ourselves
and our own strength or do we believe God and trust in His
promises?

Esau thought so little of God’s promises that he was willing to Read Genesis 25:32.

sell his birthright for a bowl of soup when he was hungry one What did Esau think of his birthright?
day. The only things he cared about was keeping himself

happy now. He cared little for the future and God's promise

to send the Redeemer. Now, Jacob was not right, to try to

“buy” the birthright. He believed God’s promise, and longed

for it, but he should have trusted the Lord to bring His

promise about. He didn't have to use trickery to get it!
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ACTIVITY
Have children help you briefly construct the timeline. Show the two lines.
APPLICATION

Again, in this story we have the struggle between the believing and the unbelieving lines. The same struggle is
going on today. What side have you taken in that struggle? Jesus has won the victory. Are you trusting in Him
or in yourself? As the struggle against sin wages within you, are you seeking to please yourself or the Lord?

MEMORY WORK:

Galatians 3:29
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Jacob and the Covenant

QUARTER 2
LESSON 5
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 27-31

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able:
e To state that God’s choosing of us and saving us in Christ is only by His grace and
based on no merit in us. They will recognize Jacob as an illustration of that truth.

REVIEW:

. Why had Abraham wanted to get a wife for Isaac from his relatives? (to remain separate)

. Before he sent the servant, of what did Abraham remind him? (the covenant promises)

. Who did Abraham say would go with the servant?

. For what did the servant pray?

. What kind of woman would she be?

. What does the fact that Rebekah was willing to go with the servant tell us about Rebekah?
. What did the Lord reveal to Rebekah about the twins in her womb?

. How were the twins different?

. What did Esau do that shows us that he despised the covenant?

© 00N O~ WN P

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

Have the children help figure the age of Isaac as we begin Read Genesis 27:1.

today’'s lesson. He was forty when he married Rebekah. He What kind of condition was Isaac in?
was sixty when Jacob and Esau were born. The sons are now

grown to be forty years old. Isaac is now 100. As we begin

today’s lesson, his eyes are dim from old age; he is almost

blind. Isaac is now very wealthy, even more so than his

father Abraham had been.

Esau married two Hittite women, which shows us even more If we love God, what does it mean we
that he hated the calling and promise of the covenant. He will do?

was not willing to remain separate from the heathens as God

had required. If we are not willing to obey God's clear

commands it is evidence that we do not love Him and his

promises. If we have faith in Him, children, then we will act

accordingly. Such was not the case with Esau.

Even though all this was true of Esau, Isaac still favored him Why did Esau want his father’s
and wanted him to receive the blessing, and so he called blessing?

Esau to him one day and told him to prepare his favorite

meal. He was about to give him the blessing. Even though

Esau had despised the covenant, he was eager to get the
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earthly benefits as the older son, so he eagerly followed his
father's command. Both Isaac and Esau were working against
God’s plan. Rather than submitting to God’s will, they tried to
do what they wanted done.

Rebekah overheard lIsaac’'s command to Esau, and she Was Rebekah acting in faith?
devised a scheme. She favored Jacob, and was going to

make sure he received the blessing. She had also been told

by the Lord that Jacob was to be the one, but in faith, she

should have depended on the Lord to work out His plan

rather than thinking she had to take charge.

Jacob followed all of his mother's plan and lIsaac was The children have no doubt heard the
deceived. He blessed Jacob by promising him that he would story. Let them relate the details.
have the blessings of the earth and power over the nations.

There was much sin in Isaac’s family through all of this, but

the Bible clearly teaches that despite all of that, the Lord was

in control. It wasn't that there was any good in Jacob that

caused God to choose him... no... in fact, we see much sin in Read Romans 9 to the children.

his life. But it was all by God's choice. Romans 9:11-13

teaches us this very clearly.

When Esau came in from the field and went to his father,
Isaac then realized what had happened. He recognized the
sin in his own household and God’s sovereign control. The
Word of the Lord had prevailed, and Isaac quickly submitted.
Esau, in his bitterness, refused to bow in faith to the cove-
nant which was to be realized through Jacob’s line. The
“blessing” which he then received from his father was a
terrible prediction of his future. His descendants became the
Edomites, the constant enemies of God’s people.

Esau, then, wanted to kill Jacob. Rebekah heard of it, and What did Esau want to do? (Genesis
sent Jacob far away to her brother, Laban. She would never 27:14)

see her son again. Her sinful deceiving had sad

consequences. Jacob was indeed the chosen one, but he

needed to learn to surrender completely to the Lord. He had

to listen to the Lord’s commands and promises rather than

following his own way. The Lord would use this flight to

chastise Jacob and cause him to grow in faith. It would

require some suffering. Jacob had acted very sinfully in his

deceit and now he had to leave the place of the promise. He

had received the covenant promise, but was he interested in What are the consequences of sin?
it because he loved the Lord? This could only become clear

as he would meet the Lord.

On the first evening of his journey (300 miles to his Uncle What did Jacob see in his dream?
Laban’s), Jacob lay down under the open sky at night with a

rock for a pillow. In a dream that night, he saw a ladder Had the Lord ever revealed Himself to
between heaven and earth with God'’s angels climbing up and Jacob before?

down and the Lord standing at the top. The Lord spoke to
Jacob and told him that he was the God of his father
Abraham and lIsaac. He wanted to have the same kind of
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relationship to Jacob that he had had with them. The Lord
wanted to commune with Jacob. That's what the ladder was
a picture of: the angel’s climbing up and down were carrying
the things of Jacob’s heart to the Lord as he gave himself in
service to the Lord, and they were bringing down the Lord’s
blessing to Jacob. That kind of relationship is only possible
through our Lord Jesus Christ.

The Lord then repeated to Jacob the promise that He had What promise did the Lord give Jacob?
made to Abraham. Even though Jacob was leaving the land (Genesis 28:14, 15). Have you heard
of the promise for a time the Lord would bring him back. that before?

When Jacob awoke the next morning, he knew that the Lord
had revealed Himself to him at that place. He was filled with
awe of the Lord’s grace, and how he had been allowed to
commune with the Lord in such a special way. It became a
very special place to Jacob, the place of his first personal
encounter with the Lord.

So, he set up a stone, the one he had used for his pillow, and What is a vow?
he poured oil on it. That stone would be a symbol for him, to

remind him of what God had promised and of his faith to

receive and act according to that promise. There he made a

vow: a solemn promise that if the Lord would bring him back,

he would serve the Lord. The stone would serve to remind

him to give a tenth of everything he had to the Lord. There

he would worship the Lord. Jacob was learning to surrender

everything to the Lord.

APPLICATION

Our memory verse for this week teaches us that we are just like Jacob. The Lord has not saved us and called
us because there is any good in us. It is only because of His grace that this can be true. The Lord has revealed
Himself to us in the Lord Jesus Christ. Have you submitted your life to Him and put your total faith and trust in
Him? Or are you like Esau, living in rebellion to Him? Let’s pray.

MEMORY WORK:

2 Timothy 1:9
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Jacob Remains Separate

QUARTER 2
LESSON 6
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 29-31

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:
e Name Jacob’s two wives and some of the sons.
e Name Judah as the line through whom the Christ would come and recognize Leah as
the mother.
e Explain that Jacob remained separate from Laban though he resided in Haran for a
number of years.

REVIEW:

The children enjoy being divided into to teams to answer questions so you may want to use teams to have
them answer these questions to help them recall the recent lessons:

1. Two lessons ago, we had the story of Abraham sending a servant to get a wife for Isaac. Why did he do
that?(to make sure he wouldn’t have a heathen wife; to make sure he remained separate.)

2. What were the names of the twins?
3. How were they different?

4. What did Esau do to show that he hated the covenant? (married Hittite wives; sold his birthright for a bowl
of soup)

5. If Esau hated the covenant, why did he want the blessing? (for the earthly wealth)

6. Why did the Lord choose Jacob instead of Esau? (not because of anything good in him, but only because of
the Lord’s purpose and grace. Though this is a tricky question, the children should know this because it was a
primary teaching from last week’s lesson.)

7. When lIsaac realized he had been deceived and given the blessing to Jacob, what did he do? Did he try to
change it? (No, he submitted to Lord’s will)

8. Who are the Edomites? (Descendants of Esau; enemies of God's people)
9. When Jacob was fleeing, what happened to him-the first night of his journey?

10. The next morning, what did he do with the stone he used for a pillow? (poured oil on it; set it up as a
memorial)

11. Of what was the stone to remind him?

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 29:1-30:24

In today’s lesson, Jacob continued on his journey. He came Why would the shepherds wait for

to the land of the east, where his mother was from. The first each other?

place he stopped was a well where the shepherd’s came to

water their flocks. Usually, the shepherds would wait for each If you assigned this narrative as quiet
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other because the mouth of the well was covered with a
large stone. It took more than one man to move the stone.
When Jacob found out that the men were from Haran and
that they knew his Uncle Laban, he knew he was in the right
place. When he saw his cousin, Rachel, coming with the
sheep, he rolled the stone away from the well and watered
the flock. Then he told her he was her cousin, Rebekah'’s son.

Rachel ran home to tell her father, and Laban ran to meet his
nephew and hugged him and took him to his home where he
stayed for about a month. After that, Laban hired Jacob to
work for him. When he asked him what his pay should be,
Jacob said that for seven years work, he would take Rachel
to be his wife. The Bible tells us that Leah, the older
daughter, was not very pretty, but that Rachel, the younger
daughter was very pretty. Jacob loved her very much.

So Jacob worked for Laban for seven years, and at the end of
that time, Laban gave a big wedding feast. All the men came,
and the bride came dressed in her veil which covered her
completely, as was the custom in that place. But Laban
deceived Jacob. Leah was under the veil instead of Rachel,
and Jacob didn’t know it until the next morning.

Jacob went to Laban right away and asked him why he had
deceived him in that way. Laban said that his older daughter
had to be married first, so that was why he had done it. But
he could have explained that to Jacob in the first place. He
was really a greedy man. He knew that he was prospering
from Jacob’s labor. So he told Jacob that for another seven
years’ work, he could have Rachel.

The Lord did not intend men to have more than wife, and
this situation would cause many problems for Jacob. . He
loved Rachel much more than he loved Leah, and it would be
a very unhappy home. Just one week after he married Leah,
Jacob married Rachel and then began the seven years’ labor
that he had agreed to.

When the Lord saw that Leah was unloved, he gave her
children: four boys right in a row. The names she gave those
sons shows us that she believed in the Lord. In her suffering
and sadness, she trusted in the covenant God. Reuben,
Simeon, Levi and Judah were all born in quick succession,
and she recognized these were all a gift of a merciful God
who had seen her suffering. She praised the Lord especially
when Judah was born. The Christ was to be born of Judah’s
line. The great privilege of becoming the mother to the
covenant line was given to Leah rather than Rachel.

Rachel was very jealous of Leah, and rather than praying and
trusting the Lord to provide her with children, she
complained to Jacob. He became very angry with her and
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time reading, the children will be
familiar with it and you can just
quickly review the account with them.

What does the Bible tell us about
Rachel and Leah? (Genesis 29:17)

Should Jacob have known about
“deceit”?

What could Laban have done so that it
wouldn’t have been deceitful? What
kind of man was Laban?

What kind of home do you think they
had?

Make lists of offspring through the
two wives.

How did Jacob respond when Rachel
complained? (Genesis 30:2)
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told her he couldn’t play God.

But he agreed to her plan to have her maid be his wife. The
idea was that the children born through this maid, Bilhah,
would be counted as Rachel's children. But all this would do
is make the marriage situation worse.

Bilhah did have two sons: Dan and Naphtali. These two were
born out of jealousy and unbelief, yet the Lord in His mercy
would have them be two leaders of the tribes of His people.
Leah had stopped having children, and so she became
envious of Rachel. Sin is a vicious circle. It caused Leah to
lose sight of her former trust in the Lord. She gave her maid,
Zilpah, to Jacob and two sons were born: Gad and Asher.
These two names mean “hope” and “good fortune.” This time
Leah did not mention the Lord in the giving of the names, so
it shows us that spiritually, she was not in the same state as
before. The jealousy and sin in that household was having its
effect on Leah’s relationship with the Lord.

Later on, the Lord gave Leah two more sons, Issachar and
Zebulun. When she named them, she used the name of God,
but not His covenant name. She also had a daughter named
Dinah. At last, the Lord turned to Rachel and opened her
womb. She gave birth to Joseph. In that name she showed
her eyes had been opened to the God of mercy. The name
tells that she knew Jehovah had removed her shame and
that she hoped He would one day give her another son.

Though the eleven sons were born in the midst of sin and
misery, the Lord was going to overlook that sin and use
these sons to begin fulfilling His promise that a great nation
would be born through them. He could overlook their sin
because of the blood of Christ which would someday be shed
for them.

PART 2: GENESIS 30:25-31:55

After Joseph was born, Jacob wanted to return home. He had
been away 14 years now. But Laban wanted him to stay. He
knew he had been blessed by Jacob’s presence and he
wanted him to work for wages. But Jacob told him he wanted
part of the flocks of animals. So, for six more years, Jacob
worked for Laban. The agreement was that Jacob would get
all the brown, spotted, and speckled sheep and goats. By
Jacob’s trickery, many of the little lambs and goats born were
spotted and speckled, and they were the best ones, too. So,
Jacob got a great many animals and became very wealthy.
He even had many servants.

He was richer than Laban who then began to be jealous of
Jacob. No longer was he kind with Jacob. And at about this
time, the Lord and told him it was time to return to Canaan.
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Add Bilhah to the list under Rachel.

Add Zilpah under Rachel.

How could the Lord overlook all the
sin in the family?

Why did Laban want Jacob to stay?
Did he love the covenant promises?

How would Laban feel then about
Jacob?

L6



Q2

The Lord promised He would be with him.

Jacob knew his leaving would not be something Laban would
like. So he decided to pack up his children and wives and all
their possessions and leave secretly. Laban was away
shearing sheep, and Jacob thought it was a good time to
leave. Jacob and his family were gone for three days before
Laban heard the news that they had left. When Laban heard
the news, he took some of his relatives and started out after
them. We do not know what he planned to do to Jacob, but
on his way, God appeared to Laban and told him not to
speak anything good or bad to Jacob. The Lord was the one
who had sent Jacob away, and Laban would have to submit
to that. All he had wanted was the material blessings of
having Jacob around. He had no interest in the covenant
promises of God. There had to be a separation between
Jacob and Laban.

The next day, when Laban caught up to Jacob, he spoke very
kindly to him. They set up a pile of stones and promised each
other that they would not pass that heap of stones to harm
each other. The agreement they made was not one of
spiritual unity, rather, it showed the sharp difference
between them. Jacob was the heir to the promise, and Laban
hated the blessing of the promise. Jacob would never pass
that heap of stones with any intention of fighting, nor would
his descendants. Only much later would the Lord Jesus cross
that boundary in love to bring salvation to the land of Aram
(Syria). And today, Christians go to those countries and cross
that boundary not to destroy but to bring the message of
salvation in Jesus.

Early the next morning, Laban kissed his daughters and
grandchildren and returned to Haran. Jacob and his family
went on to Canaan.

L6

What did the Lord tell Jacob? (Genesis
31:13)

What did the Lord tell Laban? (Genesis
31:24)

Who had sent Jacob away?

Why was it important that Jacob
leave?

MEMORY WORK:

2 Timothy 1:9
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Jacob’s Wrestling Match

QUARTER 2
LESSON 7
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 32, 33, 35

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:
e State that Jacob actually wrestled with God.
e Name Jacob’s grandparents, parents, brother, two wives and some of his sons.
e Tell about Jacob and Esau’s reconciliation.
e Mention the new name the Lord gave to Jacob.

REVIEW:

Have the children review what they remember from last week’s lesson. Encourage them to get the main points
by asking some of these questions.

1. When Jacob got to the land his mother was from, who did he meet?
2. Jacob worked for Laban seven years. Why?
3. How did Laban trick Jacob?

4. Jacob then had to work seven more years to pay for his second wife. What were the names of his two
wives? Which one did he love more?

5. The Lord gave Leah four sons right away. Can you remember any of the names? (Reuben,
6. Simeon, Levi and Judah)

7. What did Rachel do to try to compete with Leah for sons?

8. Were they following God's plans for families?

9. Finally Rachel had a son. What was his name?

10. How could the Lord overlook all the sin in this family? (because of the blood of Christ which would
someday be shed for them.)

12. After working 14 years for his two wives, why did Jacob work six more years for Laban?
13. How did God bless Jacob during this time?

14. Tell about Jacob’s leaving to return to Canaan. Who told him to go? Who stopped Laban from harming
Jacob or trying to keep him from leaving?

15. What agreement did Laban and Jacob make?

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 32:1-21

As Jacob continued on his journey, he began to wonder Do you remember why Jacob left
whether Esau was still angry at him. Jacob had tricked his Canaan?

father Isaac and stolen the birthright from Esau. Esau was so

angry that he had even thought of killing Jacob. That was How had Esau felt toward Jacob then?
why Jacob had left Canaan. Jacob wanted to make sure that Read Genesis 32:3-6.
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Esau was over his anger. He sent messengers ahead of him
to tell Esau, “I've been staying with Laban these past 20
years. | have many animals and servants. I am sending this
message to you that | may find favor in your eyes.”

Esau gave Jacob’s servants no answer, but set out to meet
Jacob with 400 men. When Jacob heard about this, he was
very frightened. He divided all the people and animals which
were with him into two groups. He thought that if Esau
attacked one group, the other could escape. Then he did
something very important. | hope that you do this often, not
just when you're afraid: Jacob prayed. He knew that God was
in charge of all that happened to him. God had also promised
that he would bless Jacob if he returned to the land of
Canaan. Jacob confessed to God that he had left Canaan with
only his staff and didn’'t deserve all the animals, children and
servants which God had given him. Jacob humbly asked God
to save him from any harm Esau might be planning.

Jacob had his servants take many of his animals as a present
for Esau. Each servant was to take a group of animals and
say, “These animals belong to your servant Jacob. They are a
gift to my lord Esau, and Jacob is coming behind us.” The
groups of animals were to stay far enough behind each other
that Esau would continue getting many groups and hear each
servant say the same words. Jacob hoped that by sending all
these gifts ahead, he could make peace with Esau before the
brothers met.

PART 2: GENESIS 32:22-32

Jacob had trouble sleeping that evening. He got up and had
his wives and all the people and possessions that were
traveling with him cross the stream called the Jabbok. Only
Jacob did not cross the stream. All night long a man wrestled
with him. When it was nearly dawn and Jacob was still
fighting strongly, the man touched Jacob’s hip socket and
injured him. “Let me go, for it is daybreak,” the man said. “I
will not let you go until you bless me,” replied Jacob. Jacob
had realized that he was not wrestling with a real man, but
with God. Jacob was afraid of God because of his sins. He
thought that if he clung to God, even during the difficult
struggle, God would again look on him with favor.

Christ also had a struggle to go through. Who else had a His
was even a more difficult one than Jacob’s. struggle to go He
struggled when God turned his back on him through, not
because Christ was bearing all of our sins, because of his
Jesus Christ did this because he loved us enough to go
through a fearsome struggle and death in order that we
might find favor with God.

God did bless Jacob and changed his name to Israel. God
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How did Jacob feel now?

After he divided his people and
animals into two groups, what did
Jacob do?

Read what he said in verses 9-12.

Was Jacob humble or proud as he
prayed this prayer?

What gifts did Jacob send ahead to try
to make peace with Esau? (If you have
time, let the children read verses 13-
15 and total the animals sent.)

Read Genesis 32:24-30.
Who was the man Jacob was wrestling

with?

Near morning, what did the man do to
Jacob?

Who else had a struggle to go
through, not because of his own sin,
but because of ours?

What was Jacob’s new name?
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said, “You have struggled with God and with men and have
overcome.”

Jacob named that place Peniel, which means “face of God.”
He said, “lI saw God face to face and survived.” For the rest
of his life Jacob would remember this event each day as he
walked, because the wound to his hip caused him to limp.

PART 3: GENESIS 33, 35

Early the next morning he saw Esau coming. After struggling
with God and being blessed, Jacob’s faith was much
stronger. He no longer had such strong fears. He went ahead
of his wives and children and bowed down before his brother
and the 400 men. Esau hugged Jacob and they both wept.
Jacob introduced all his wives and children. As he introduced
them, they stepped forward and bowed down before Esau.

After Jacob urged him many times, Esau accepted all the
animals as gifts. He wanted to travel with Jacob, but Jacob
told him to go on, since his group traveled so slowly with all
the animals and children. Esau was no longer living in
Canaan, the land promised to his father and grandfather.
This was another sign of his lack of faith in God’s promise.
Jacob said he would visit Esau soon, after he had first been
to Canaan.

When he first returned to Canaan, he bought some land and
built an altar to God. He called it a nhame which means “the
God of Israel is God.” Jacob was using his new name and
showing his faith in God.

God later told them to move to Bethel. God appeared to
Jacob again and reminded him of his new name and gave
him the promise that He had given to Abraham and Isaac:
that God would give them the land of Canaan and that a
nation would come from his descendents. Shortly after that
Rachel died while giving birth to a son. Jacob named the boy
Benjamin.

Later Jacob brought his family to where his father lived. After
many years Isaac died at the age of 180. His two sons buried
him.

ACTIVITY AND APPLICATION

L7

Why did Jacob call that place Peniel?

Why was Jacob less afraid of Esau
now?

Did Esau make peace with Jacob just
because he was a “nice guy”? Who
changed his heart?

What is another sign that Esau did not
have faith in God?

What is the first thing Jacob did when
he returned to Canaan? Read Genesis
33:18-20.

Make a list of Jacob’s sons. End in prayer, giving thanks for Christ’s struggle for our sins.
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MEMORY WORK:

Genesis 35:3
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Joseph’s Youth

QUARTER 2
LESSON 8
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 37-38

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:
¢ Name Joseph’s father, mother, grandfather, great-grandfather and several brothers.
¢ Point out Egypt and Canaan on a map of the world.
e Mention the two dreams Joseph had as an indication that God had the life of his people
planned in advance.
e List several sins of Joseph and his family as an example that God’s chosen people are
not perfect.

BACKGROUND FOR TEACHER:

During the next 11 lessons, the children will be memorizing the entire 10 commandments, as found in Exodus
20:1-17.

REVIEW:

Have the children review the events of the past few lessons. Ask them to tell what they have learned about
God as they have studied these stories. Have them review the names of Abraham, the man God originally
called to move to Canaan, his wife Sarah, his son Isaac, Isaac’s wife Rebekah, their sons Jacob and Esau, and
Jacob’s two wives Rachel and Leah. It might help to draw a family tree on the chalkboard or a poster board.
Ask students to list the names of any of Jacob’s twelve sons they can remember.

You remember that Jacob had returned to Canaan, and Rachel, whom he loved so well, gave him another son,
Benjamin. Do you remember the name of Rachel's older son? When Benjamin was just a baby, Rachel died.
Jacob was very sad. He buried his wife in a place on the road between Jerusalem and Bethlehem.

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 37:1-4

Most of Jacob’s sons were grown, but Rachel's son Joseph Have someone read verse 3.

was only 17 and his younger brother Benjamin was just a Which son did Jacob favor? What
baby. Jacob loved Joseph more than his other children, special thing did Jacob give Joseph? Is
perhaps because he was Rachel's child and he was younger it good for a father to show

than most of Jacob’s other sons or because he was a good favoritism? How do you think the

and faithful son. He gave Joseph a special robe. The brothers brothers would feel toward Joseph?
began to hate Joseph because their father loved him more.

The brothers wouldn’t even speak a kind word to Joseph. Have someone read verse 4.
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PART 2: GENESIS 37:5-11

Joseph had two unusual dreams. In the first dream he saw
all of them tying bundles of grain together out in the field.
Joseph saw his own bundle stand up straight while the other
bundles gathered around and bowed down to his.

His brothers asked him if he thought he, the younger
brother, would rule over his older brothers. They began to
hate him even more.

Later he had another dream and told his brothers about it. In
this dream the sun and moon and eleven stars were bowing
down to him.

His brothers were even more jealous of him after this dream.
His father didn’t like him to dream such dreams. “Will your
mother and | and all your brothers actually come and bow
before you?” he asked. Still, Jacob thought much about what
his son had said. God was showing them at that time, that he
had the future planned out for them, although none of them
would understand these dreams until many years later.

PART 3: GENESIS 37:12-36

Jacob sent Joseph to find out how his brothers were doing.
They were taking care of the flocks near Shechem, about 50
miles away. That is about as far as from Lafayette to
Indianapolis (or mention a distance in your region so the
students have a more concrete understanding of this
number.) This was a long trip for a teenage boy to take on
foot by himself. When he got there a man told him that his
brothers had gone on to another place, so Joseph walked
about 15 miles farther.

His brothers saw him coming. They wanted to kill him and
put an end to his dreams. They didn’t just hate their brother,
but God. What a dreadful attitude for men in God’s chosen
family to have!

“Let's not kill him,” said Reuben. “Let’s just throw him into
this pit in the wilderness and leave him die down there.”
Reuben thought he could come back later and rescue Joseph.

The 10 brothers did this. They had no pity when Joseph cried
and begged them to rescue him. They just sat down and
enjoyed their dinner and ignored Joseph.

-38-

L8

Have a child read verses 5-7 and
another read verse 8.
Who did this dream come from?

Have one or two read verses 9-11.

Should Joseph have told about these
dreams to his brothers? (Perhaps not,
especially if he did it in a boasting
manner. Also, the brothers were
already jealous of him).

Would you want to have your younger
brother or sister rule over you?

Would you be willing to obey God and
bow to a younger brother or sister if it
were God’s plan for you? Were
Joseph’s brothers willing to be
obedient to God?

Read verses 12-35, perhaps as a play,
assigning students to the parts of
Jacob, Joseph, the man at Shechem,
the brothers, Reuben, and Judah. You
may read the other parts as a
narrator. (See the end of this lesson).

Which brother didn’t want to Kkill
Joseph but wanted to throw him into
the pit?

Do you think this plan was because he
loved Joseph, or because he was the
oldest and felt some responsibility
toward his father? (Probably the
latter).
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Later when Reuben was away, the other brothers saw a Which brother thought of selling
group of men going by with their camels. They were going to Joseph to the men going to Egypt?
Egypt to sell spices and fragrant gum from trees. Judah said

to the others, “What good would it do us to kill our brother?

Let’'s sell him to these men. After all he is our own brother

and we really wouldn't kill him.” The other men agreed.

They called Joseph out, took off his coat, and sold him for 20

pieces of silver.

When Reuben came back he was very upset. The brothers After selling their brother, what
told Rueben what they had done. They all agreed to kill a further sin did the brothers commit?
goat, dip Joseph’s coat in the blood and show the coat to (staining the coat and lying)

their father Jacob.

Jacob recognized the coat immediately and concluded that a Help the students find Canaan and
wild animal had killed Joseph. Jacob’s heart was broken. He Egypt on a world map. Who else was
mourned for many days. The others tried to comfort him, but betrayed by someone close to him in
he refused to be comforted. “lI will go down to the grave order to work out God'’s plan to save
mourning for my lost son,” he said. The brothers knew what His people?

had really happened to Joseph, but would not tell their father
that they had sold him as a slave. The family could not see at
that time how God's plan to save the whole family was
behind this evil deed. What would have to happen to Jacob’s
10 oldest sons before they would acknowledge the Lord and
become obedient to Him?

PART 4: GENESIS 38

As further evidence that Jacob’s family was becoming Explain that we will soon study how
disobedient to the Lord, Judah began associating with God gave His people the 10
Canaanites and even took a Canaanite wife. He had three Commandments. Rehearse the first 3
sons by her. The Lord struck down his two oldest sons. Judah verses.

sinned further, and through this sin became the father of
twin boys by a woman who was not his wife. Still, Judah was
chosen by God to be a forefather of Christ. Through the line
of one of these twin boys, Perez, Christ would eventually be
born. Judah was not chosen because he was good, but only
because it was God’s wise plan. In the same way, we are not
chosen by God because we are smart, good, obedient or
good-looking. God sees the sins in our heart, but still chooses
to provide for our salvation. This shows His wonderful love
and wise plan for us.

APPLICATION
You have all heard this story before. What can we learn about God and His plans for His people?

Pretend you are Joseph. How would you feel toward your brothers? Would you be able to forgive them? How
would you feel toward God? Next week we’ll find out how Joseph conducted himself in Egypt and how his faith
in God helped him during a very difficult time in his life.

Can you think of anyone in our church or others you know who are going through a difficult time in their life
right now? Let’s pray that God would give them faith and help them to forgive anyone who has done wrong to
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them.

Pray for these people and also that we would trust God’s plan for our lives, even if seems to be a difficult one
to understand.

(An activity for this lesson follows on the next page. Duplicate as needed).

MEMORY WORK:

Exodus 20:1-3
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ACTIVITY:

A PLAY

Actors: (6+)
NARRATOR

JACOB

JOSEPH

SHECHEMI TE
JEALOUS BROTHERS
JUDAH

REUBEN

NARRATOR:
(12) Now his brothers had gone to graze their father’s flocks near Shechem, (13) and Israel said to Joseph,

JACOB
“As you know, your brothers are grazing the flocks near Shechem. Come, | am going to send you to them.”

JOSEPH: “Very well,”

NARRATOR:
he replied. (14) So he said to him,

JACOB:
“Go and see if all is well with your brothers and with the flocks, and bring word back to me.”

NARRATOR:

Then he sent him off from the Valley of Hebron. When Joseph arrived at Shechem, (15) a man found him
wandering around in the fields and asked him,

SHECHEMITE:
“What are you looking for?”

NARRATOR:
(16) He replied,

JOSEPH:
“I'm looking for my brothers. Can you tell me where they are grazing their flocks?”

SHECHEMITE:
(17) They have moved on from here, | heard them say, ‘Let’s go to Dothan.™

NARRATOR:

the man answered . So Joseph went after his brothers and found them near Dothan. (18) But they saw him in
the distance, and before he reached them, they plotted to kill him.
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THE JEALOUS BROTHERS:
(19) “Here carries that dreamer!”

NARRATOR:
they said to each other.

THE JEALOUS BROTHERS:

(20) “Come now, let’s kill him and throw him into one of these cisterns and say that a ferocious animal
devoured him. Then we’ll what comes of his dreams.”

NARRATOR:
(21) When Reuben heard this, he tried to rescue him from their hands,

REUBEN:

“Let's not take his life, (22) don't shed any blood. Throw him into this cistern here in the desert, but don't lay
a hand on him.”

NARRATOR:

Reuben said this to rescue him from them and take him back to his father. (23) So when Joseph came to his
brothers, they stripped him of his robe—the richly ornamented robe he was wearing— (24) and they took him
and threw him into the cistern, Now the cistern was empty

there was no water in it. (25) As they sat down to eat their meal, they looked up and saw a caravan of
Ishmaelites coming from Gilead. Their camels were loaded with spices, balm and myrrh, and they were on
their way to take them down to Egypt. (26) Judah said to his brothers,

JUDAH:

“What will we gain if we Kkill our brother and cover up his blood? (27) Come, let's sell him to the Ishmaelites
and not lay our hands on him; after all, he is our brother, our own flesh and blood.”

NARRATOR:

His brothers agreed. (28) So when the Midianite merchants came by, his brothers pulled Joseph up out of the
cistern and sold him for twenty shekels of silver to the Ishmaelites, who took him to Egypt. (29) When Reuben
returned to the cistern and saw that Joseph was not there, he tore his clothes. (30) He went back to his
brothers and said,

REUBEN:
“The boy isn't there! Where can | turn now?”

NARRATOR:
(31) Then they got Joseph’s robe, slaughtered a goat and dipped the robe in the blood. (32) They took the

ornamented robe back to their father and said,

THE JEALOUS BROTHERS:
“We found this. Examine it to see whether it is your son’s robe.”

NARRATOR:
(33) He recognized it and said,

-42-



Q2 L8

JACOB:
“It is my son’s robe! Some ferocious animal has devoured him. Joseph has surely been torn to pieces.”

NARRATOR:

(34) Then Jacob tore his clothes, put on sackcloth and mourned for his son many days. (35) All his sons and
daughters came to comfort him, but he refused to be comforted.

JACOB:
“No, in mourning will I go down to the grave to my son.”

NARRATOR:

So his father wept for him. (36) Meanwhile, the Midianites sold Joseph in Egypt to Potiphar, one of Pharaoh’s
officials, the captain of the guard.
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Joseph: From Prison to the Palace

QUARTER 2
LESSON 9
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 39-41

Lesson Aims:

That the children would be able to:
e Retell three to five significant events in this portion of Joseph’s life.
e Give several examples that indicate that Joseph was trusting in and obeying God.
e Point out Egypt on a world map or a map of Africa.

REVIEW:

Have the children again list members of Joseph’s family tree: Abraham, Sarah, (Hagar and Ishmael), Isaac,
Rebekah, Jacob, Esau, Rachel, Leah, (their maids Bilhah and Zilpah), and as many of Jacob’s sons as they can,
especially Joseph, Benjamin, Reuben and Judah.

A possible way to review is to use a children’s picture Bible story book and ask the children to tell the story for
each picture you show. You might also ask these questions:

Which of his sons did Jacob favor?

What special thing did he give Joseph?

How did the other brothers feel toward Joseph?

Tell about Joseph’s two dreams.

What do they tell us about God? (He had the future planned)

When Joseph went to find out how his brothers were doing when tending the flocks far from home,
what did his brothers do to him?
7. What did the brothers show and tell their father Jacob?

S o

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 39

The Ishmaelites who had bought Joseph from his brothers Have someone read verses 2-4.
sold him to a man named Potiphar, who was one of

Pharaoh'’s (like a king) officials. How strange this new place

must have seemed to Joseph. (You might show pictures of

the pyramids if you have them and Egypt on a map).

The Lord was with Joseph and gave him success in all that Why was Joseph successful in all that
he did. Potiphar saw this and trusted Joseph to be in charge he did?
of all that he owned.

Potiphar's wife was very friendly to Joseph at first. Then When Potiphar’s wife wanted Joseph
when Joseph would not do wrong to please her, she lied and to sin, he knew the sin wouldn’t be
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told her husband that Joseph had done a wicked deed.
Potiphar was angry at Joseph and had him thrown into
prison. Joseph had done no wrong, but was put into a prison
with evil men because someone had falsely accused him.

Even in the prison, Joseph knew that God was with him and
had a plan for his life. The Lord again blessed Joseph so that
he found favor in the eyes of the prison warden. He put
Joseph in charge of all the other prisoners.

PART 2: GENESIS 40

Sometime later, Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, became angry
with his baker, who served him with bread, and his butler or
cupbearer, who served him with wine. He had both these
men thrown into the same prison Joseph was in. Joseph was
put in charge of these men too.

One morning he found both of the men sad, because they
had each had a dream the night before, and neither one
knew what the dreams meant. At that time, people did not
have the Bible, so God sometimes spoke to them through
dreams. “Tell me about your dreams,” said Joseph. “Perhaps
my God will help me understand their meanings.”

The cupbearer explained that he had dreamed of a vine in
front of him, which had three branches. The vine grew and
blossomed and ripened into grapes. In the dream he took the
grapes and squeezed them into juice in Pharaoh’'s cup and
handed the cup to Pharaoh.

Joseph said that the three branches meant three days. In
three days, Pharaoh would return the man to his previous
position as chief cupbearer. “When this happens, remember
me and get me out of this prison,” said Joseph. “lI was
forcibly carried off from my own land and have done nothing
to deserve being put in a dungeon.”

The chief baker explained his dream. “I had three baskets of
bread on my head. The birds were eating the bread out of
the baskets.”

Joseph hated to tell this man what his dream meant. In three
days, Joseph predicted, Pharaoh would have the baker
hanged and the birds would eat his body.

PART 3: GENESIS 41
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just against Potiphar, but against
whom? Have someone read verses
19-20.

How would you feel if you were put
into prison for something you didn’t
do? Would you still trust in God? Who
else in the Bible suffered under false
accusations? (Christ).

Have someone read verses 1-3, 6-8.
Does Joseph think he can understand
the dreams because he is smart?

Have 1-3 children read verses 9-15
and 16-18.

Do you think these things happened as
Joseph, through God’s leading,
predicted they would?

Do you think the cupbearer
remembered Joseph?

Have someone read verse 23.

In spite of this bad situation in the
prison, tell some ways that Joseph
could know that God was still with
him and blessing him. Have you heard
of Christians today who are in prison,
even though they have done no
wrong?
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It happened to both men just as Joseph, through God's
wisdom, had predicted. The chief cupbearer did not
remember Joseph, so Joseph stayed in prison.

Two years later, Pharaoh had two dreams in the same night.
He knew they must be important, but none of his wise men
could understand them. Pharaoh was quite troubled.

His chief cupbearer then remembered Joseph and told
Pharaoh how Joseph had interpreted the dreams the
cupbearer and baker had in prison, and that it had happened
just as Joseph had said it would. Pharaoh sent for Joseph.
Joseph shaved and got dressed to meet the king.

“l have heard that you can hear a dream and interpret it,”
said Pharaoh.

“l can’'t do it alone, but God will give you the answer,” said
Joseph.

So Pharaoh told Joseph about his dreams. “In my first
dream, | was standing on the bank of the Nile River. Seven
fat cows came out of the water and grazed along the bank.
Then came seven scrawny, thin and ugly cows. These cows
ate the fat, healthy cows and still looked so thin and terrible.”

“In my second dream, | saw a stalk with seven heads of
grain on it. After them came seven thin, withered, dried up
heads, which swallowed up the seven good heads.”

Joseph said that the two dreams had the same meaning. God
was telling Pharaoh what He was about to do. There would
be seven years of good weather and good crops, followed by
seven years of famine in which nothing would grow.

God would do it soon, so Joseph suggested that Pharaoh put
a wise man in charge of all the land to save some of the
harvest from the good years, so the people wouldn’t starve
during the seven years of famine. This seemed like a good
plan to Pharaoh. Since Joseph had been the only one who
could interpret the dreams, he put Joseph in charge of the
whole land. All the people had to do what Joseph said. Only
Pharaoh himself was greater than Joseph. The king gave
Joseph nice clothes and a chariot. He also gave Joseph an
Egyptian wife. Later they had two sons, named Manasseh
and Ephraim. The first name means “forget,” because God
helped Joseph forget all his troubles. Ephraim meant “twice
fruitful” because God made Joseph fruitful in the land of his
suffering.

Joseph was thirty years old at the time he began serving
Pharaoh. He had storehouses built and saved the extra food
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Have students read verses 1-7.
Do you think any of the king’s wise
men could interpret the dreams?

Who finally remembered the one who
could understand dreams?

Have someone read verses 14-16.

Did Joseph take credit for being able
to do this great interpretation?

Do we remember to give God the
credit whenever we can do something
special?

Read verses 28-30.
Does anyone know what Pharaoh did
to prepare for what was to take place?

When Joseph was in this high position
in Egypt, did he send a message to tell
his family about this? Why not? (He
had learned that God would work it
out in His own timing. Joseph had
learned faith in God and patience. We
need to learn these lessons too.)
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for seven years. Then when the famine started and people
complained to Pharaoh, he sent them to Joseph. Joseph sold
them food. Even people from other countries came to
Joseph to buy food.

APPLICATION

How many of you have heard this story before? Can you tell me one new thing you learned when you heard it
today? What does this teach us about God? Are these lessons just for Joseph or for us too?

Do you think Joseph still remembers the dreams he had about his brothers bowing down to him? Is Joseph
working to have this happen, or leaving it up to God?

Pray that the students will know God better and have faith as Joseph did, even in difficult times. Pray also for
those Christians who are in prison for serving God, not for doing anything wrong.

ACTIVITY:

Rehearse today’'s memory passage and review last week’s, so the students will see that they fit together. Some
fun ways to do this are writing the verse on construction paper and cutting it into a puzzle; going around the
room, having each student say the next word of the verse; writing it on the board, having the children say it
and erasing a few words each time; teaching them the verse in sign language; writing the verse, but inserting
symbols for the vowels and having the students insert the vowel each symbol stands for, from the “code-
breaker key” you give them, etc.

MEMORY WORK:

This is the second of eleven parts of memorizing the Ten Commandments, as found in Exodus 20:1-17. This
week:

“You shall not make for yourself an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth beneath or
in the water under the earth.” Exodus 20:4
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Joseph’s Dreams Fulfilled

QUARTER 2
LESSON 10
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 42-44

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:

e To list several ways that Joseph’s brothers had changed since they had sold him.
e To restate Joseph’s two dreams and how they were fulfilled.
e To state the reason Joseph was sold into Egypt (God’s plan to save His people).

REVIEW:

Ask the children to remember what they can from the previous lesson. Prompt them with some of the following

questions, if needed:

1. Why was Joseph successful in all that he did in Egypt?

2. Joseph refused to sin against Potiphar, Potiphar's wife, and against whom? (God)

3. What happened to Joseph after Potiphar’s wife lied about him?

4. Name two ways God helped Joseph in the prison. (He was put in charge and he interpreted the chief
cupbearer and chief baker’s dreams.)

5. Tell about the dreams the two men had, what Joseph said would happen, and what actually did
happen.

6.

Did the cupbearer remember Joseph and get him out of prison? (yes, finally, two years later, when

Pharaoh had his dreams)

7. Tell about Pharaoh’s dreams and the interpretation God helped Joseph give.

8. How did Joseph’s life change after that?

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 42

The famine God had told Pharaoh about through his dreams
and through Joseph was not just in Egypt, but in other lands
too. When Jacob’s family was low on food, he heard that
there was grain in Egypt. He sent ten sons on a trip to Egypt
to buy grain. Jacob kept Benjamin (the youngest and
Rachel’s other son) at home, so no harm would come to him.

When the men arrived in Egypt, they bowed before Joseph,
but didn’'t recognize him. It had been at least twenty years
since they had seen their brother. They did not know that he
could understand what they were saying, because he spoke
to them through an interpreter. Joseph, however, recognized
his brothers immediately. He remembered the dreams he had
-49-

Have someone read verses 1-4.

Do you remember the dreams Joseph
had when he was younger?

Do you think Joseph was thinking of
these dreams now? (yes, verse 9) Do
you think the brothers were re-

membering the dreams at that time?

(no)
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had many years before, and wanted to test his brothers to
see if they had changed. He asked them many questions and
accused them of being spies.

He kept them for three days, then he bound up Simeon. The
others could go home, but were told not to come back
without the youngest brother, as proof that they were telling
the truth. Joseph heard them talking among themselves
about their harsh treatment now being a punishment for
what they had done to Joseph. Joseph realized that his
brothers’ attitudes had changed.

Joseph had his men fill the brothers’ sacks with grain and put
their silver in the sacks too. When they left Egypt and found
the silver later, they were frightened. They told Jacob about
all that had happened. He was sad about Simeon being
forced to stay in Egypt, but he refused to allow Benjamin to
leave. Reuben said to his father, “You may put both of my
sons to death if 1 do not bring him back to you.” Still Jacob
would not let Benjamin go.

PART 2: GENESIS 43

When Jacob’s family had eaten all the grain they had bought
from Egypt, Jacob asked his sons to return to Egypt to buy
more food. “The man warned us not to return unless our
youngest brother came with us,” said Judah. “If you will send
our brother along with us, we will go down and buy food for
you. But if you will not send him, we will not go. | will
personally guarantee his safety.”

Finally Jacob agreed to let Benjamin go. He told his sons to
take gifts to the man in charge and to take double the
amount of silver, so they could return the silver that was put
back into their sacks. “May God Almighty grant you mercy
before the man so that he will let your other brother and
Benjamin come back with you,” said Jacob to them as they
departed.

When Joseph saw his brothers and Benjamin too, he told his
servant to take them to his house and prepare a nice meal
for them, so he could eat with them. The brothers were
afraid when they were taken to his home. They thought they
would be punished for the silver that was put back into their
sacks. They explained to Joseph’s servant what had
happened. He told them not to worry. “Your God has given
you treasure in your sacks,” he said, He brought Simeon out
to them, gave them water to wash their feet and fed their
donkeys.

When Joseph came home, they bowed low to him and
presented their gifts. They were astonished that he had
them seated at the table from oldest to youngest. When food
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Read verses 19-23.

Do you think the brothers have
changed in the past 20 years?

Have students read verses 25, 26, 29-
37. Was Jacob trusting in God to take
care of his family, even Benjamin?
What did Reuben say to his father?
What is Reuben attitude towards
Benjamin?

Have students read verses 1-5 and 9.
What is Judah’s attitude toward
Benjamin?

Read verses 11-14.
Who does Jacob trust to bring
Benjamin back to him?

Read verses 16-17.

How did the brothers feel when they
were taken to Joseph’s house?

Read verses 23, 26-28. 30, 33, and 34.

What might the brothers have been
thinking during the meal? Was Joseph
angry with his brothers? Why not? (He
knew that God had brought him to
Egypt to save his family.)
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was brought from his table to theirs, Benjamin got five times
as much food as the others. Perhaps Joseph wanted to see if
the brothers were as jealous of Benjamin as they had been of
Joseph years ago.

Joseph asked his servant to fill each man’s sack with grain, Have the students read verses 1-5, 9,
put each man’s silver back in his sack and to put Joseph’s 12.14,16-18, 33, 34.
own silver cup in Benjamin's sack. The servant did this.

An alternate activity would be to have
the class tell you the story, since most
have read the passage during their
quiet times the previous week. You
may fill in details they leave out.

In the morning when the men had traveled a short distance Why did Joseph do this to his
away, Joseph sent his servant after them. He told his servant brothers? (He wanted to test them to
to ask why they had done evil to Joseph when he had been see if the attitudes had changed).
kind to them. “One of you has stolen my master’s silver cup,”

he said. The brothers denied this and told the servant to

search. If the cup was found, the one who had it should die,

declared the brothers.

The steward searched and found the cup in Benjamin’s sack.

The brothers were quite upset and all returned to Joseph and

threw themselves to the ground before him. They said they

would all be his slaves. Joseph said that only the one who

had the cup would be his slave.

Judah pleaded with Joseph not to keep Benjamin. “If
Benjamin doesn’'t go back with us, our father will surely die
of sorrow. Please let me stay and be your slave in my
brother’s place.”

APPLICATION

Name some ways the brothers had changed in the 20 years since selling Joseph. (less jealous, willing to
sacrifice for the others, sorry for selling Joseph)

Which people in this passage had to sacrifice or be willing to sacrifice for another person?

(Joseph had to sacrifice any thought of “getting even” with his brothers. Reuben was willing to sacrifice his
two sons as a pledge that he would watch out for Benjamin. Jacob had to sacrifice his clinging to Benjamin
and his favoritism to the sons of Rachel and learn to rely on God for his family’s safety. Judah was willing to
sacrifice his own freedom for Benjamin.)

Who in the Bible was willing to and did sacrifice much more than this? What did he sacrifice? For whom?

Pray that the children would understand Christ’s sacrifice for their sins and accept him as their Savior. Pray that
they would he willing to sacrifice some things they have or want for others.

MEMORY WORK:

This is the third of eleven parts of memorizing the Ten Commandments, as found in Exodus 20:1-17. This
week:
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“You shall not worship them or serve then; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of
the fathers on the children.” Exodus 20:5
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Jacob’s Family Reunited

QUARTER 2

LESSON 11

SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 45-50

Lesson Aims:
That the children would be able to:

Review names of Jacob’s family, naming Jacob, Rachel, Leah, Joseph, and five of the
other eleven brothers.

Name Joseph'’s two sons.

State again the reason that Joseph was sold and brought to Egypt (God'’s plan to save
Jacob’s family).

Tell four or five main details of this portion of Scripture.

REVIEW:

Ask them to tell what they have learned about God in the past few lessons. Perhaps have a game in which two
teams take turns answering these review questions:

© o N~ WD E

[y
o

11.
12.
13.

What dreams did Joseph have when he was young?

Tell about how these dreams were fulfilled (came true) in last weeks lesson.
Did Joseph tell his brothers who he was right away? Why not?

Tell some of the things he said and did to them on their first visit.

Why did Simeon stay in Egypt?

What did they tell Jacob when they got home?

Why did the brothers come to Egypt again?

Who came with them this time?

Why hadn’t Benjamin come with them the first time?

. Name some ways the brothers had changed in the 20 years since selling Joseph. (less jealous, sorry

for selling Joseph, willing to sacrifice for the others.)

What did Joseph do the second time they came?

They started on their way home and then all came back to Joseph. Why?
What did Judah say to Joseph? (offered to stay as a slave in Benjamin’s place)

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: GENESIS 45-46:7

Joseph knew by now that his brothers had changed, when Have a child read Genesis 45:1.
Judah was offering to be a slave in Benjamin’s place. Joseph How would the brothers have felt
asked all his servants to leave and, when he and his brothers when they found out that the man in
were alone, he told them who he was. They were terrified, charge was Joseph?

but Joseph told them not to be afraid. “It was to save lives
that God sent me ahead of you,” he said. “It was not you
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who sent me here, but God,” he repeated.

Joseph kissed all his brothers and wept loudly. He told them
that the famine would continue for five more years, so they
should go home and get their father and all their families and
move to Egypt. Joseph would take care of them there.

When Pharaoh heard that Joseph’s brothers had come, he
sent carts to help them move their families. Joseph, also,
gave his brothers new clothes and gave special gifts to
Benjamin. Joseph sent presents to his father and plenty of
food for the long trip.

When they returned home and told Jacob what had
happened, he didn't believe them. When he saw the presents
from Egypt and all the carts, he finally realized that they
spoke the truth. Jacob was happier than he had been in
years. “My son Joseph is still alive,” he said. “I will go and
see him before | die.”

Jacob and all of his family set out, along with their
belongings and their livestock. At Beersheba, he stopped and
offered sacrifices to God. That night God appeared to him in
a vision and told him not to be afraid to go down to Egypt.
God would be with him the whole time and would make his
family a great nation in Egypt. God would eventually bring
Jacob’s people back to the land of Canaan. God even
promised that Joseph would be with Jacob when he died.
Perhaps Jacob had been reluctant to leave the land promised
to him by Cod, so God used a special means of showing
Jacob that this move was in God’s plan.

PART 2: GENESIS 46:8-GENESIS 47

God gives us a list in the Bible of all the heads of tribes and
households. The number of people in Jacob’s household was
seventy, not counting the wives of his sons and grandsons.
Most of these seventy people left Canaan with Jacob, but a
few were born in Egypt.

When Joseph heard that his family had come, he went
quickly in his chariot to greet his father. Can you imagine
their joy? Joseph probably had many nieces and nephews
that he hadn't ever met yet, and some of the others had
grown up and changed so much in over 20 years.

Joseph told his brothers that they must be sure to tell
Pharaoh that they were shepherds. Pharaoh would then
allow them to settle in the part of Egypt called Goshen. The
Egyptians did not like to associate with shepherds, so this
would keep Cod's chosen people separate from the
Egyptians. The brothers did just as Joseph had instructed
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Do you think they remembered the
dreams Joseph had told them about
years before? Do you think Joseph
had forgiven his brothers?

Have the children read verses 3, 5, 8-
11,16, and 17.

Have a child pretend to be one of the
brothers telling Jacob what had
happened.

Have someone else pretend to be
Jacob. What might he say? Have this
person read verse 28.

Have a child read Genesis 46:1-4.

Why might Jacob have been reluctant
to leave Canaan before the vision? (It
was the land God promised to give to
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and their
children after them.)

Have the students look at the list of
names in Genesis 46:8-25. Give
explanation at left about this list.

Have 1 or 2 children read verses 28-
33.

Why might God have planned for his
chosen people to be shepherds, a type
of people the Egyptians did not
associate with? (perhaps to keep his
people separate, so they would
continue to worship God.)
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when they were called before Pharaoh.

Pharaoh also asked Jacob’s age. “1 am 130,” he said. “My
years have been few and difficult, and | haven't lived as long
as my father and grandfather.” Pharaoh was still surprised at
how long these men lived. God had given a blessing of long
life on these men he had chosen. (In case the children ask,
Isaac had lived to be 180 years old {Gen. 35:28} and
Abraham lived 175 years {Gen. 25:7.})

PART 3: GENESIS 48-50

Towards the end of his life, Israel was ill and weak and his
vision was failing. Joseph took his two sons Manasseh and
Ephraim with him to visit his father Israel. Jacob retold how
God had promised to bless him by giving him the land of
Canaan and making his descendents into a great nation. He
said he would consider Joseph’'s sons as his own, when
giving his inheritance. Israel blessed the two sons, crossing
his arms and putting his right hand on Ephraim’s head, even
though Ephraim was younger. Joseph tried to move his
father's hands, but Jacob insisted that the younger would
become greater than the older. Jacob said that when people
wanted to bless someone, they would say, “May God make
you like Ephraim and Manasseh.”

Then Jacob called all his sons together. These were the men
who would be the leaders of the twelve tribes of Israel
(remember Jacob’s other name.) Jacob then told each one
what would happen to him in the days to come. Even though
Reuben was the oldest, he was not given the blessing of the
oldest because he had sinned greatly against his father.
Israel said that Judah would be the ruler until the coming of
Christ, who would be born to Judah’'s descendents. Israel
gave Joseph a double blessing. To each son, Israel gave a
prophecy of the future.

After Jacob blessed them, he reminded them not to bury him
in Egypt, but to take his body back to the land of Canaan. He
was to be buried near the bodies of Abraham, Sarah, Isaac,
Rebekah and Leah. Then Jacob died. They had a time of
mourning, and then Joseph and all his Joseph and all his
brothers and many of Pharaoh’s officials traveled back to
Canaan to bury Israel. After this they all returned to Egypt.

After Jacob’s death, Joseph’s brothers began to worry. “What
if Joseph holds a grudge against us and pays us back for all
the wrongs we did to him?” they asked themselves. They
sent Joseph a message asking him to forgive them. Then
they bowed down before him and said, “We are your slaves.”

This made Joseph sad. He had already forgiven his brothers,
but they didn't realize it. “Don’'t be afraid,” he told them.
“You intended to harm me, but God intended it for good to
accomplish what is now being done, the saving of many
lives.” He reassured them and promised to provide for them
-55-
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Have someone read Genesis 47:7-10.
It seems most Egyptians didn’t live
that long, so Pharaoh might have been
quite surprised at Jacob’s age. Why
might Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob lived
longer than other men of that time?
(special blessing from God)

Have students read Genesis 48:1-5.

What do we call this special promise
God gave to these men? (covenant)
Read verses 13-20.

Why was Joseph upset when Jacob
put his right hand on Ephraim’s head?
(The custom then was to give a special
blessing to the oldest son. Ephraim
was younger.)

Have children read Genesis 49:1-2.
Summarize what was said about some
of the sons.

Read verses 8, 10. Jacob is promising
that a leader will come from Judah’s
tribe who will rule over the nations.
Do you know who this king of the
nations is? (Christ)

Read verses 26, 29-33.

Why didn’t Jacob want to be buried in
Egypt? (God had promised him the
land of Canaan).

Read verses 4-6, 12-14, 15-21, and
24-25.

Why were the brothers afraid of after
Jacob died?

Why didn’t Joseph plan to punish his
brothers? (He trusted in God, who
helped him forgive. He also knew God
had made a wise plan for saving his
people, even though it had been
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and their children. difficult for Joseph when he was sold
by his brothers.)

Joseph lived a long life and saw his grandchildren and great What was the most important blessing
grandchildren. Just before he died, he said to the other or promise Israel gave his son? (That
Israelites, “God will surely take you out of this land to the the savior would come.)

land he promised to Abraham, lsaac and Jacob.” Joseph
made them promise to take his body with them to the
promised land. Then he died and his body was placed in a
coffin in Egypt.

APPLICATION

We know Christ has already come. What great things did He do, fulfilling this exciting promise, made many
years in advance? (lived a perfect life, did many miracles, died for our sins, rose again, is now in heaven with
God the father, promised to come again.)

Pray that the children will understand the greatness of this blessing of having a Savior and will trust in Him.

MEMORY WORK:

This is the fourth of eleven weeks spent on the Ten Commandments, as found in Exodus 20:1-17. Review the
previous sections and add:

“on the third and the fourth generations of those who hate Me, but showing loving kindness to thousands, to
those who love Me and keep My commandments.” Exodus 20:6
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Reviewing Genesis

QUARTER 2
LESSON 12
SCRIPTURE: GENESIS 16-50

Lesson Aims:
e To review the previous eleven lessons.

BACKGROUND FOR TEACHER:

This lesson is designed to go over the previous eleven lessons, covering Genesis chapters 16 through 50. This
is not the last lesson in the quarter, but the next one begins the book of Exodus. Children enjoy a review,
especially if it is in a game format. It also gives them a chance to rehearse and better recall information
presented. The teacher may use this as a chance to discover any “holes” in the students learning—key
concepts which were missed and should be reviewed in this and subsequent lessons.

No new memory verse is assigned. The children are to review the previous ten verses. You might want to
enlist a parent or another helper for the next week in order to hear each student say all the verses.

Possible games to use in this review: Bible baseball, football, or other in season or favorite sport; adapting a
commercial board game or a Bible Trivia game; fishing (described below) or another team game of the
teacher’s choice. Perhaps small prizes could be awarded to the winning team, or they could be dismissed early,
and the losing team given the responsibility of cleaning up the classroom.

Fishing: Make many paper fish with one number (1-4) on the back of each. Attach a paper clip to each. A team
“fishes” with a magnet attached to a yardstick via a string. If the team correctly answers the number of
guestions on the fish, the team keeps that fish. If the team cannot answer all questions correctly, the fish must
be thrown back into the “pond,” and the other team gets a turn. The team with the most fish at the end is the
winner.

LESSON: REVIEW

1. In Genesis chapter 18, Abraham had 3 visitors. Who were they? (the Lord and 2 angels)

2. How did Abraham treat them? (very well; he welcomed them, prepared a meal, and brought water to
wash their feet)

3. What promise did the Lord tell Abraham? (He would give him a son.)

4. What did Sarah do? (laughed)

5. Even though the Lord couldn’t see Sarah, what did he do? (asked why she laughed)

6. What was the name of their son to be? (Isaac)

7. What does this name mean? (laughter or he laughs)

8. When the angels went on ahead, what did the Lord tell Abraham He was going to do? (see if Sodom

and Gomorrah were really bad and destroy them if they were; angels came to probe)
9. What did Abraham ask God to do? (spare the city if there were righteous people in it)
10. The two angels went to Sodom and stayed at whose house? (Lot’s)
11. What do you remember about the other men of the city? (wicked, wanted to harm the “men”)
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12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.

18.
19.

20.

21.

22.

23.
24,

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.
31.
32.

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.
40.

L13

What did the “men” tell Lot to do? (speak to future sons—in—law, get out of the city)
What did the Lord do to Sodom and Gomorrah? (destroyed the cities)
What happened to Lot’s wife? (looked back and became a pillar of salt)

Complete this verse: Luke 18:7 And will not God... (bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry
out to him day and night? Will he keep putting them off?)

What half-truth did Abraham and Sarah tell to Ahimelech? (that she was his sister)

What did this show about their attitude towards God’'s promise of sending them a son? (They forgot
about the promise or didn't have faith in it.)

Did the Lord keep his promise? (Yes—Abimelech restored Sarah to Abraham and they had a son)

Who made fun of and persecuted Isaac, the son of promise, showing that he didn’'t have faith in God?
(Ishmael, Hagar’s son)

What happened to Hagar and Ishmael? (were forced to go live somewhere else, but God still provided
for them)

Complete this verse: Hebrews 10:23: “Let us hold unswervingly to... (the hope we profess, for he who
promised is faithful™)

Genesis 22:1 tells us that God tested Abraham. What did God tell Abraham to do? (Take Isaac and
offer him as a sacrifice)

Was Abraham obedient? (yes)

What happened up on Mount Moriah? (Abraham tied Isaac up and was about to kill him. God stopped
him and provided a ram caught in the bushes as a sacrifice.)

Of whom was the ram a picture? (Christ, who would one day be provided by God as a sacrifice for our
sin)

Tell one of the promises God gave to Abraham. (his descendents would be as numerous as the stars
and the sand; he would be victorious over his enemies; all the nations of the earth would be blessed
through him)

Complete this verse: Hebrews 11:17 By faith Abraham, when God tested him . . . (offered Isaac as a
sacrifice. He who had received the promises was about to sacrifice his one and only son.)

Why did Abraham send his servant to Haran, where Abraham’s relatives lived? (to find a godly wife for
Isaac, to remain separate)

How did the Lord show the servant the right woman? (After the servant prayed for a woman to come
to the well and offer water to the man and his camels, a woman came and did just that.)

What was the woman’s name who agreed to go a4nd become Isaac’s wife? (Rebekah)
What were the names of Isaac and Rebekah'’s sons? (Jacob and Esau)

Complete this verse: Galatians 3:29: “If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs
according to the promise.”

What did Esau do that shows us that he despised the covenant? (sold his birthright to Jacob for a bowl
of soup)

Why did the Lord choose Jacob instead of Esau? (not because of anything good in him, but because of
the Lord’s grace and purpose)

When Jacob was fleeing, what happened to him the first night of his journey? (dreamed of stairs going
up to heaven; God talked to him and gave him the same promise he had given to Abraham.

The next morning, what did Jacob do with the stone he had used for a pillow? (poured oil on it; set it
up as a memorial)

Complete this verse: 2 Timothy 1:9: “(He) has saved us and called us to a .... (holy life—not because
of anything we have done but because of His own purpose and grace. This grace was given us in
Christ Jesus before the beginning of time.)

When Jacob got to the land his mother was from, he worked for his uncle Laban for 7 years. Why? (to
get Rachel as his wife)

How did Laban trick Jacob? (gave him Leah instead of Rachel)
Rachel and Leah did not get along well. They gave Jacob their servants as other wives. This was not
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41.
42.
43.
44,

45,
46.
47.

48.

49.

50.
51.
52.
53.

54.
55.

56.

57.
58.
59.

60.

61.

62.
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following God’s plans for families. How could the Lord overlook the sin in this family? (because of the
blood of Christ which would he shed for them)

Who blessed Jacob’s work and gave him wealth and animals? (God)
Who told Jacob to return to Canaan? (God)
Who told Laban not to harm Jacob or keep him from leaving? (God)

On the way back, Jacob wrestled with a man at night. In the morning, Jacob realized the man was
really whom? (God)

Jacob would not let go until the Lord did what? (blessed him)
God did bless Jacob and changed his name to what? (Israel)

Describe the meeting between Jacob and Esau? (Jacob was afraid and divided his family into 2 groups.
He sent servants and animals ahead as gifts for Esau. Jacob and Esau hugged when they met and
both wept.)

Complete this verse: Genesis 35:3: “Then come, let us go up to (Bethel, where | will build an altar to
God, who answered me in the day of my distress and who has been with me wherever | have gone.”)

Name as many of the sons of Israel as you can remember. (Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Dan,
Naphtali, Cad, Asher, Issachar, Zehulun, Joseph and Benjamin) (perhaps 1 point for each for the
game)

Which son did Jacob favor? (Joseph)

What special gift did Jacob give Joseph? (a coat or robe)

How did the other brothers feel toward Joseph? (jealous)

Tell about Joseph’s two dreams. (brothers’ clusters of grain bowed to his; sun, moon and stars bowed
to him)

What do these tell us about God? (had the future planned)

When Joseph went to find out how his brothers were doing when tending the flocks far from home,
what did his brothers do to him? (planned to kill him; put him into pit; sold him to men going to Egypt)

What did the brothers show and tell their father? (showed Joseph’s robe with blood on it: and said
they found it that way)

Why was Joseph successful in all he did in Egypt? (God gave him success)
What happened to Joseph after Potiphar’s wife lied about him? (put into prison)

Tell some things God did for Joseph in prison. (allowed him to be put in charge, helped him interpret
the two men’s dreams)

What happened to get Joseph out of prison? (Pharaoh had 2 dreams. No one could interpret them.
The cupbearer finally remembered Joseph. Pharaoh sent for him.)

Tell about Pharaoh’s dreams and the interpretation God helped Joseph give. (Seven fat cows were
eaten by seven lean cows. Seven healthy heads of grain were swallowed by seven dried up heads.
These meant 7 good years followed by 7 years of famine.)

After this, how did Joseph’s life change? (Pharaoh put him as second in command in the land of Egypt.
He received a chariot, nice clothes and a wife. He had two sons.)

What can we learn about God from this lesson? (accept any reasonable answers)
Why did Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt? (to buy food)

How did Joseph treat them? (harshly, to test them)

Why did the brothers come to Egypt a second time? (buy more food)

Who came with them this time, that had not come the first time? (Benjamin)

Name some of the ways the brothers had changed in the 20 years since selling Joseph. (less jealous,
sorry for selling Joseph, willing to sacrifice for the others)

How did the brothers feel when Joseph told them who he was? (Afraid)

Joseph told them why he had been sent to Egypt. Why? (It was God’s plan to save the lives of the

family.)

What did Joseph and Pharaoh tell them to do? (Go back and get all their family and move to Egypt)

Before he died, Jacob blessed his sons. To which would be given the honor of having the Savior come
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73.

74.

75.
76.
77.

78.

79.
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through his line? (Judah)

What did Jacob make his sons promise about his burial? (that they would take his body back and bury
it in Canaan)

Many years later, before Joseph died, what did he ask the Israelites to do? (Take his body with them
whenever God took them out of Egypt and back to the promised land.)

What were the names of Joseph’s two sons? (Ephraim and Manasseh)

Where are the Ten Commandments found? (Exodus 20: 1-17)

Complete this verse: “Then God spoke all these words, saying... (I am the Lord your God, who brought
you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no other gods before Me.)
Complete this verse: “You shall not make for yourself... (an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven
above or on the earth beneath or in the water under the earth.)

Complete this verse: You shall not worship them or... (serve them; for I, the Lord your God, am a
jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the children, on the third and the fourth generations
of those who hate Me, but showing lovingkindness to thousands, to those who love Me and keep fly
commandments.” (this one worth 2 points for the game)

APPLICATION

Conclude by praying that the children would not only remember the facts of the lessons, but would see how
the Lord works and how he calls people and saves them by his grace. Pray that all would grow to have faith
like Abraham, Isaac, Jacob and Joseph.
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QUARTER 2
LESSON 13
SCRIPTURE: Exobus 1-4

Lesson Aims:
That the children will be able to:
e Name and locate the first two books of the Bible.
¢ Retell key points of this part of Scripture ( Israelites oppressed in Egypt; Moses born,
hidden, put in basket in river, adopted by Pharaoh’s daughter, flees to Midian, meets
God in the burning bush, called to be a mediator between God and the Israelites).
e Tell the meaning of Yahweh or Jehovah: “I| Am who | Am”.

REVIEW:

Have the students retell significant events of Joseph’s life. Ask questions to cover any main points they missed,
such as

Name some of Jacob’s sons.

Who was Jacob’s favorite? Tell some things he did when he was young.
What did his brothers do to him?

What happened to Joseph in Egypt?

Why did Joseph’s brothers come to Egypt?

What did Joseph say and do to them the first time they came?

What did the brothers tell Jacob when they returned home?

Tell what happened the second time the brothers came.

How did the brothers feel when Joseph told them who he was?

What did Jacob’s family do after that?

How did God show Jacob that it was His plan for them to move to Egypt?
What were Joseph’s sons names?

Tell about Jacob blessing Joseph’s sons.

Tell about Jacob blessing his own twelve sons.

What special blessing did he give to Judah?

What did Jacob ask them to do after he died?

What did Joseph ask the Israelites to do after he died? Why?

LESSON: QUESTIONS & ANSWERS:

PART 1: ExobDus 1:1 —2:10

In our last lesson we finished studying all the way through What is the second book of the Bible?
the first book of the Bible, Genesis. Today we begin to see Have the children find it.

what God is teaching us in the second book, Exodus. (Help

the students locate this book.) Name some of the people you
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remember studying in Genesis. (Adam, Eve, Noah, Abraham,
Sarah, lIsaac, Rebekah, Jacob, Joseph, etc.) In Genesis, God
was revealing mainly through one family, the descendants of
Abraham. In the book of Exodus, God gives us the history,
not of a family, but of a people or nation, the Israelites or
Hebrews.

Many years later, the Egyptians and the new Pharaoh had
forgotten all about Joseph and how he saved them from the
seven years of famine. They only saw how many Israelites
there were in Egypt and began to hate them. They forced
them to do hard labor under cruel slave masters. In spite of
this, God blessed the Israelites and they continued to grow in
number. The king of Egypt told the Hebrew (or Israelite)
midwives to kill any baby boys born. The midwives feared
God and did not obey the Pharaoh. The Pharaoh then said
that the Israelites must throw each boy baby born into the
river, but the girls could live.

A Hebrew man named Amram married a Hebrew woman
named Jochehed. They had two children, Miriam and Aaron.
Their third child, born after Pharaoh gave the order to kill all
boy babies, was a boy. The family hid him for three months
and then could hide him no longer. Jochebed made a basket
for him and coated it with tar and pitch so it would be
waterproof. She put the baby in it and floated him near the
edge of the Nile River. She had Miriam stand nearby to see
what would happen.

When Pharaoh’s daughter went down to bathe, she saw the
basket and heard the baby crying. She felt sorry for him.
Miriam came up and asked to go get one of the Hebrew
women to take care of the baby for Pharaoh’s daughter.
Miriam got the baby’s mother. Pharaoh’s daughter said she
would pay them to take care of the baby for her until he was
older. She named him Moses, which sounds like the Hebrew
word for “draw out”, since she drew him out of the water.
Jochebed and her family raised Moses until he grew older.
Then she took him to Pharaoh’s daughter and he became her
son.

PART 2: GENESIS 2:11-25

Moses lived in Pharaoh’s palace and most likely got good
Egyptian training. He still remembered his own people,
probably from the training his family gave him. One day,
after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own
people were. He watched them at their hard labor. He saw
an Egyptian beating a Hebrew. This angered him. He looked
both ways and saw no one, so he quickly killed the Egyptian
and hid his body.

The next day when he went out, he saw two Hebrews
fighting. “Why are you hitting your fellow Hebrew?” he
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Have children read Exodus 1:6-9, 15-
17,20, 22.

Why might God have allowed His
people to be oppressed? (Perhaps so
that they would realize that they were
sinful and deserved death. Only His
grace could save them.)

This story is quite familiar to the
children. Have them tell it, asking
guestions to cover any details they
omit.

What might Moses’ parents have
taught him in the few years he lived
with them?

What does the name Moses mean?
(verse 10)

Have students read Exodus 2: 11-17,
21-24 or tell them the story in your
own words.

Was Moses following his own ideas or
asking God for wisdom? (probably



Q2

asked. The man asked, “Do you think you are a ruler over
us? Are you thinking of kiling me, as you Kkilled the
Egyptian?” This scared Moses, because he knew that people
must know what he had done. When Pharaoh heard what
had happened, he wanted to find Moses and kill him, but
Moses fled from Pharaoh and left the area.

Moses went to Midian and was sitting by a well. Seven
daughters of Jethro (also called Reuel) came to get water for
their father's flocks. Some shepherds tried to drive the
daughters away, but Moses came to their rescue.

When the girls told their father about the man helping them,
Jethro invited Moses to stay with him. He gave Moses his
daughter Zipporah for a wife. When they had a son, Moses
named him Gershom, saying, “l have become a stranger in a
foreign land.”

During all of this time, the Israelites continued to be
mistreated in Egypt. God heard their cries and remembered
his covenant with Abraham, Isaac and Jacob. God took pity
on the Israelites.

PART 3: EXobus 3,4

One day when Moses was tending his father-in-law’s flock, he
saw a bush that kept burning, but did not burn up. He went
closer to it and heard the Lord call, “Moses, Moses!”

“Here | am,” said Moses.

“Don’t come any closer,” said God. “Take off your sandals,
for you are standing on holy ground. I am the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.” Moses hid his face, because he
was afraid to look at God. “I have heard the groaning of my
people in Egypt,” said God. “I am sending you to bring my
people out of Egypt.”

“O Lord, who am 1 to go to Pharaoh and bring this people
out of Egypt. It is too great a work for me,” said Moses.

God said, “I will be with you. When you bring the people out
of Egypt, you will worship God on this mountain.”

“Suppose | go to the people and tell them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me,” and they say, ‘What is his name?’ What
shall | say then?” Moses questioned.

God said, “I am who | am. Say to the Israelites: ‘I AM has
sent me to you.” (The Hebrew word for LORD, YHWH, or
Jehovah sounds like the Hebrew for I AM. It is written with
capital letters in most Bibles. “I am who | am” means that
God is Himself. He won't change. Nothing outside of Himself
governs Him.)
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doing what he thought right, since he
killed the man, and did not confess his
guilt and ask forgiveness, but ran
away instead)

Midian was probably in the Sinai
peninsula. You might help the
students locate it on a map.

Verse 24 says that God heard their
groaning and remembered His
covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob. What was this covenant?

Have students read Genesis 3:1, 2, 4-
6. 9-12. (You night want to have child-
ren read parts of Moses, God and a
narrator.)

Did Moses seem to know who God
was? How might he have known this?
(teaching from parents

Even when Moses was tending flocks,
how might God have been preparing
him to lead the people? (Moses
praying, learning patience, learning
about the desert).

What is the first sign that the Lord
would deliver the people? (verse 12-
God’s name and promise is the very
best sign.)

Read verses 13-15.

Write the names of God given in () at
left on the board and give
accompanying explanation.
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“Get all the leaders of the Israelites together and tell them
that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob has seen their
suffering and has promised to bring you out of Egypt to a
land flowing with milk and honey.” Then God promised that
the elders would listen to Moses. Together they were to go to
Pharaoh and ask to take a three day journey into the desert
to sacrifice to God. God explained that the king would not let
them leave until God struck the Egyptians with many
wonders. “When you go, you will not go empty-handed, but
with silver and gold and clothing from the Egyptians,”
continued God.

Moses was still concerned that they would not believe that
God sent him. God gave him signs to show them. First God
turned Moses’ staff into a snake and then back into a staff.
Secondly, the Lord had Moses put his hand into his cloak.
When he brought it out it had leprosy, a skin disease. When
he put it in and brought it out again, the arm was healed. “If
they don't believe you after these two signs, take some water
out of the Nile River and pour it on the ground. It will turn
into blood,” promised the Lord.

“O Lord, I have never been a good speaker,” protested
Moses.

“l am the One who gave man his mouth, who makes him
deaf or blind or speechless. | will help you speak and teach
you what to say,” said the Lord.

But Moses said, “O Lord, please send someone else to do it.”
Then the Lord was very angry with Moses. “Your brother
Aaron will speak for you,” said the Lord. “You will show the
signs and tell him what to say. He is on his way to meet you
now.”

Finally Moses became obedient to God’s call. He went back to
Jethro and asked to go back to visit his people in Egypt. On
the way he met Aaron and the two of them spoke to the
elders of Egypt and showed them the signs from the Lord.
When they heard that the Lord was concerned about them,
they bowed down and worshiped.

APPLICATION

Help students think through these questions:

L13

Have students read Exodus 4:1-15, or
read it to them. As before, perhaps
assign students to read the words of
God, Moses and have a narrator.

When God calls us to do something,
are we ready and willing to do it, or do
we try to make excuses and get out of
it?

Do you think the Lord showed enough
patience with Moses and all his
excuses before getting angry? (yes)

Have students tell main events in the
rest of chapter 4, if they have read this
during their quiet time in the previous
week, or tell them the story as in the
paragraph on left.

When Moses met the Lord at the burning bush, what did he do? (took off shoes and hid his face) Why?
(realized God's holiness) Do we realize how holy (special and so much better than we are) God is?

When the lIsraelites asked to go on a three-day journey into to wilderness to sacrifice to God, they were asking
Pharaoh to admit that the Hebrews were not his property, but belonged to whom? Do you think most kings

and rulers of countries today acknowledge God?
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Tell some of the names of God we learned in the lesson. What do these mean?

Name some of the signs God showed to Moses that he could show to the elders of Israel. (worship Him on this
mountain, staff to snake, leprous hand, water to blood)

When the Israelite people realized that the Lord was concerned about them and had seen their misery, what
was their response? (bowed down and worshiped) Do we worship God since we know he is concerned about
us and cares for us?

Whom did God call to be a mediator (go-between) between God and the people? (Moses) Who is now our
Mediator so that we can come to God? (Christ) God had to prepare Moses to be a leader and mediator for the
people, and he had to prepare the Hebrew people to accept Moses as their leader and the spokesman for God.
In the same way, God sent Christ to die for our sins, so that Christ could mediate between us and God the
Father. God has to prepare our hearts to accept Christ as the only way to come to God.

Pray that the children will understand this and will have hearts prepared to cone to God through Christ.

ACTIVITY

For a paper and pencil activity sheet which the children could take home, have them fold a paper into four
pieces. Using both sides this make eight sections. (One could also cut it in half, insert one piece into the other
and staple the fold to form a book). Have the children write or draw the following, one per section:

e God shows Himself to Moses

e Child’s name

e Burning bush

e Mountaintop—God’s promise that the people would worship Him on a that mountaintop (Exodus 3:12)
e | AM - LORD - Jehovah

e Staff> snake

e Healthy hand - leprous hand

e Water - blood

MEMORY WORK:

This is the fifth of eleven weeks on the Ten Commandments, as found in Exodus 20:1-17. Review the previous
sections and add:

“You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who
takes His name in vain.” Exodus 20:6
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